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WELCOME ….. to the December edition of your local newsletter. Inside: some sad 
news, some happy news, and lots of information about what’s going on.  A very warm 
welcome to all new residents and, as always, huge thanks to all our contributors.  We 
couldn’t do it without you!  Wishing everyone a happy Christmas and an even happier and 
healthier New Year!       
Anne Britton, Editor, 07866106093, britters54@gmail.com 
   

 
 

PARISH COUNCIL 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 5 January 2022 at 6pm at 4 Langley House, Wykeham 

Business Park.  Please do come along and have your say! For further details contact the Parish Clerk, 

Rosemary McIlroy, at clerkwpc@outlook.com visit the website www.wykehamparishcouncil.org or telephone 

01723 865884.   

Here is a selection of items from the meeting held on 1 November 2021 

Police Report  PCSO Lockey introduced Trish Colling who is now working as a volunteer with NYP covering 

our area. Trish will be a contact point for us.   Off-roading continues to be a problem and a number of recent 

cases have been reported and dealt with.  The officer urged that members of the community report any 

incidences of off-roading that they see and the police will deal with them, 

A number of dog thefts have been reported in the media.  This is not currently a problem in our area.  

Cllr Ashman raised the issue of contacting the police, stating that there seems to be a long delay in getting 

through to anyone. The officer said this is out of the control of the local police who also find it frustrating. 

Input from Councillors Jeffels and Phillips  David addressed the ongoing issue of the 125 bus service not 

going to Ruston. The possibility of a bus stop at the Town End junction has been raised but Highways has 

shown no enthusiasm for this. They also seem unwilling to consider moving the speed limit to the bottom of the 

hill and removing the overtaking lane. Heather added that there seems to be great inconsistency in how the 

villages along the A170 are being treated in respect of speed limits. 

David is hoping to arrange a public meeting with a representative of the bus company present to discuss the 

service. 

Both Heather and David have been happy to support the WW2 bunker. 

Cllr Ashman raised the problem of internet access locally. David will look into this. 

Heather drew attention to the National Park scheme trying to achieve local residency rather than local 

occupancy, which would mean more affordable housing for local people. 

 Speeding and road safety  Safety on the A170 remains an ongoing problem. The possibility of a VDS is one 

 possibility.  If this was erected outside the speed limit constriction then it would simply read, Slow Down.  

The overtaking lane remains the biggest problem.  

Defibrillators  A successful training session in the use of defibrillators was held at the Downe Arms on 

September 2
nd

, which was well attended. The North Moor defibrillator will shortly be installed. The Clerk will 

make enquiries regarding extending the existing insurance policy to cover the defibrillators.  Ray will take 

responsibility for organising the guardianship of the defibrillators. 

North Moor and Ruston  It was noted that Wykeham Estate has done some stone-walling by the beck in 

Ruston. The clerk will write a letter of appreciation to James. 

Noticeboard, Wykeham  The doors on the noticeboard in Wykeham have fallen off, Cllr Day is sorting this 

out. 

Jubilee Celebrations 2022  Heather said a number of villages are planning celebrations in our area. It was 

thought that a  meeting for all the villages locally might be a good idea to consider whether the villages would 

join together to celebrate or do it as individual parishes, and what form the celebrations will take. 

Grit Bins  The clerk reported that the grit bins seem to be mainly well stocked and no more grit needs to be 

ordered at present. 
  

mailto:britters54@gmail.com
mailto:clerkwpc@outlook.com
http://www.wykehamparishcouncil.org/
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Their wonderful plants (and there must be at least one Roanne perennial or shrub in every 
garden in this area), Ron’s metalwork, their advice and service, and of course Tom the dog, 
will be sorely missed. 
 

               
    
We are also saying goodbye to June and Robert who run Thorleys bakery stall.  After 
supporting the market for over 19 years June is retiring and son Robert has enrolled at 
University to study social work. Happily, Thorley’s stall will continue to be in Wykeham every 
Friday morning as Robert’s stepson Barry has taken over the family business. 
 
We thank Ron & Anne and June & Robert for being at the market every Friday, no matter 
what the weather, especially throughout COVID, and for bringing quality, local produce to our 
doorstep. We wish them all much happiness in their new ventures. 
  
Last market - Friday 17th December 2021, starting again on Friday 7th January 2022.  
 
 
 
 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
FROM THE ARCHIVES ...... In 1897 Lovell Danby of Swan Hill, Wykeham bred 
a Hackney horse called Wykeham Belle.  She was exported to America in 1901.  Also bred by 
Mr Danby and sent to America was Dainty Lady, foaled 1895, who was Reserve champion at 
the 1897 London Hackney Show and placed 4th at the 1898 Philadelphia horse show. (Info 
from the American Hackney Studbook Vol 3 1895 – 1906) 

 

GOODBYE AND BEST WISHES 
Anne and Ron of Roanne Nurseries are hanging 
up their spades and secateurs. Having been 
stalwarts of the market since 2002, they are 
retiring at the end of the year and looking forward 
to spending time travelling the country in their 
camper van.  
 

As a “thank-you” for supporting the market this year please use the 
£5.00 voucher enclosed before Christmas. 
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******************************** 

Janet’s Jottings  

A new Highway Code came into effect recently, but thousands of drivers will be unaware of one of the new 

rules. The rule relates to how you open your car door once you've parked up, requiring drivers and passengers 

to use the hand furthest from the door to open it, known as the 'Dutch Reach'. 

This new rule is law, and is primarily aimed at protecting cyclists, but will also ensure drivers are able to spot 

vulnerable road users as they open their doors to get out of the car because in order to use the hand furthest 

from the door to open they will have to turn themselves round, thus looking over their shoulder into their blind 

spot.  Excellent law, but whether anybody will be prosecuted for not doing it remains to be seen!  

The observant amongst you will have noticed Janet’s Jottings looks different.  This is because I retired at the 

end of October and therefore Driving Aspirations is no more. 

Since 2008 I have enjoyed meeting a wide variety of different people, with many and various reasons for 

wanting to drive and it has been a great pleasure to help them attain their goals.  Certainly for some it will have 

been life-changing, no longer relying on buses or lifts from friends – freedom.  And I am looking forward to my 

freedom too, living the life of a retired person. 

Best wishes 

Janet  

************************************* 

WYKEHAM CRICKET CLUB 
Chairman’s  report to AGM 

The 2021 season has been, in many ways, a challenging but at the same time an exciting one and leaves us in 
a position to make considerable progress.  However like most matters involving a relatively large group of 
people, all with different personalities and ideas  and with differing  personal circumstances,  much can 
change so I feel we  should approach matters with a certain amount of caution but still aim to progress and 
develop.  

The most obvious sign of progress is probably the advertising boards on the western fence: these do give a 
sense of a club with aspirations and are also a useful source of income.  I am full of admiration for Adam 
Hutchinson for arranging these, particularly as I have had several attempts at something similar in the past 
and failed completely.  

In my opinion one of the most significant ventures this season has been the introduction of outside coaches, 
including Ryan Sidebottom the ex-England pace bowler, to take single or a series of sessions.  I know that we 
have allocated funds to continue this next season.  I feel this will not only benefit junior players but also our 
newly-formed ladies section, another of Adam’s ventures.  I hope I will not upset senior players when I 
nervously suggest that they might like a few sessions. 

OOOOOH..! 

Some of the 

many horrible 

creatures seen 

roaming round 

Ruston on 

Halloween.  Be 

very afraid....... 
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Incidentally Adam’s efforts were not just appreciated by Wykeham - he was chosen for the prestigious Grass 
Roots award presented by the Yorkshire Cricket Association.  Additional equipment for next season includes a 
good quality bowling machine and a Frog Box (whatever that is. I am not sure if it is specifically for frogs or 
whether it will accommodate a range of amphibians).  This year of course we have added what I have wanted 
for some time:  another sight screen, so we now have two at each end.  The cricket net has been renewed and 
is much used. 

 One of the boldest ventures of last season was the Cricket Festival, the brainchild of Tony and Jayne Graves, 
which took place over a weekend in June.  It got off to a damp start but developed as the weather improved 
and culminated in an exciting six-a-side tournament for players under the age of 16. This attracted sides from 
across the area and saw the Sheriff Hutton team just pip the hosts in a nail-biting final. Such was the success 
of the venture that it looks set to be an annual event.  Another event gaining in popularity is the Golf Match 
organised by Charles and Max Lane and I believe a venue and date have already been fixed for next year when 
it will be combined with the senior presentations. This year’s presentations are to be at the same time as the 
ever-popular Wykeham CC Darts Night. 

One of my concerns for the future is the possible demise of the Cricket Tea. The pandemic has meant that 
taking tea with the opposition has become difficult and some clubs have suggested that they do not wish to 
continue with them.  I believe this would be a great pity as the cricket tea is, in my opinion, a quintessential 
part of the game and to certain extent celebrates its unique quality among sports.  Personally I would like the 
home team to provide tea free of charge for the visitors and have players actually serve their guests but I 
suspect that bird has flown. 

I hope my report gives an impression of a vibrant club ready to grasp the opportunities available to them and 
go forward to a bright and successful future.  And one that will get into that ruddy Premier League.  May I just 
finish by thanking all those who have served the club in whatever capacity, not only during last season but 
over the years.  I would like to single out Jayne Graves, our secretary, who is leaving the post after several 
seasons of energetic service.  Her remit ranged wide from taking minutes, scoring, sanitising the team or 
providing lemon drizzle cake, all of which she performed with enthusiasm and efficiency.  I hope she will 
continue to support the club. 

DAVE GRIMWOOD 

 

 

PERSEVERANCE........  
The BBC breakfast programme reported that “perseverance” 

is the word of the year, according to the Cambridge 

Dictionary. The large number of searches was probably 

prompted by the Mars space mission.  Seeing this self-set 

sunflower finally flower in late November up here at 

Northmoor seemed the epitome of perseverance.  I loved the 

fact it was providing breakfast for several insects too.  

JULIE SAUNDERS, NORTHMOOR  

 

The hybrid pitch - which is not the same thing as an 
artificial one - has been installed (see photo, left).  A hybrid  
pitch is still over 90% grass but with a thread woven into it 
and is treated very much like a normal grass pitch.  

 Yet another project of the redoubtable Mr Hutchinson, it 
will not only make us one of the few village clubs to have 
embraced this new approach to wicket development but 
will allow us to field all junior matches on a good, reliable 
surface and will also mean that we have a wicket we can 
use in wet conditions when the more traditional surfaces 

would not be suitable. 
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SAINT CATHERINE'S SANTA DASH!  
    
We at St Catherine’s Hospice are delighted to announce that we are able to put on a big, group event for 
Santa Dash again this year, and we are holding it at a brand new location - North Yorkshire Water Park 
in Wykeham!  On Sunday 12th December we will all get together in our Santa suits and run either the 
2.5k or 5k routes on the day, followed by some festive refreshments in the on-site café. North Yorkshire 
Water Park will also have some special offers on Stand-Up Paddleboarding for the day, with proceeds 
going directly to patient care at Saint Catherine's. 
  
People of all ages and abilities are welcome to come along for the day.  You can even bring your dogs on 
leads if they would like to join us too! 
 
Further information: 01723 351421 or visit www.saintcatherines.org.uk 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

WYKEHAM RAILWAY 
Following the September article about the Seamer to Pickering railway Ellen Mason of Ruston, who once lived 
at Wykeham railway station (now the Dawnay Estate Office), has got in touch with this information:   

  
“The census of 1881 lists five railway ‘navvies’ or workers who were temporarily lodging in a barn at 105 
Wykeham:   James Smith, 22, unmarried, born Chelmsford, Essex; William Thompson, 33, born Cumberland; 
James Smith 28, unmarried,  born Rumford, Essex; Joseph Brown, 39, unmarried, born Cambridgeshire; James 
Williams, 31, unmarried , born Gloucestershire.  
 
It is interesting that these men came from such diverse places, and not one Irishman [traditionally employed 
in engineering work].”    
 

******************************************* 

FROM THE ARCHIVES (2).... 

Dentistry through the ages.... 

“My Grandad Megson used to sit under the sycamore tree at the bottom of Ruston with his friends.  One day 

they were sat there and my Grandad was complaining of toothache.  By chance the local doctor pulled up 

alongside them in his car.  My Grandad said he had a loose tooth, and the doctor pulled the tooth out there 

and then!” (courtesy of  Sheila Wass, nee Steele, who kindly agreed to be interviewed for the Archive in 2017) 

“February 1928: Mr Poole the Dentist visited this school [Wykeham] and extracted teeth from 10 children.”  
“ June 1939: four children had teeth extracted under gas this afternoon at Ayton Village Hall.” 

 (Taken from the Headteachers’ diary at Wykeham School) 

OLIVE NELLIST  

We were very sad to hear that Olive Nellist of Ruston passed away in October.  A lovely 
lady, with a great sense of humour and an infectious laugh, she will be much-missed 

by so many in our area.  All our thoughts and deepest sympathies are with John, 
Lynn, Sharon and families. 

 

http://www.saintcatherines.org.uk/
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To book tickets to visit Santa go to https://www.northyorkshirewaterpark.co.uk/ 

If you’d like to book a stall please ring Katrina in the Estate Office 01723 866600 

*************************************************************** 

I WISH I’D THOUGHT OF THAT... 

Have you ever read or heard something and thought “How clever – I wish I’d come up with 
that”?  Here are some of my favourite examples courtesy of Winston Churchill. 

Bessie Braddock was an MP for Liverpool, a large and forthright lady.  She once accosted 
Winston Churchill in the House of Commons and said “You, sir, are drunk.”  He replied 

“You, madam, are ugly.  But I will be sober in the morning.”  The writer George Bernard 
Shaw sent Winston Churchill some free tickets to his new play with the instruction “Bring 

a friend – if you have one”.  Churchill replied “I am returning your tickets as I cannot 

attend the first night.  But I will come to the second – if there is one”.   

Finally Nancy Astor, Britain’s first woman MP, was a political opponent of Winston 

Churchill.  After one particularly sharp debate, Mrs Astor said “if you were my husband I’d 
poison you.”  Churchill replied “if you were my wife I’d drink it.” 

However, the one thing I am definitely able to say is “A Happy and Healthy Christmas to 
one and all! 

LAILA BRADLEY 

 

https://www.northyorkshirewaterpark.co.uk/
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ST HELEN AND ALL SAINTS CHURCH 
We continue to hold our regular services.  We still have not been able to have any social events and sadly once 
again we cannot have the Opera. 
 
On a positive note Wykeham Primary Church of England School now holds regular weekly worship in the 
church.  They will be holding their Nativity and other services throughout December.  
  

     
 
Special thanks to Christine and Terry Cartlidge for keeping the church so beautifully clean and tidy.  A big thank 
you to everyone who works on the grounds to keep the graveyard so pristine. 
 
It is with a very heavy heart that I mention the sad passing of our friend Janet Crossley.  You will all have 
known her, as she lived in Wykeham and Ruston for 40 years.  Janet was Church Secretary, PCC member and 
Wykeham School governor for many years.  Janet was part of the worship team who go in weekly to lead 
worship at the school and help in many more children's activities in the benefice.  She was Chairman of 
Governors at Spring Head School and a Quilting teacher - her quilts are truly inspiring.  Please forgive me if I 
have missed things out.  It was my privileged to have called Janet my friend since I moved to North Yorkshire 
which is only five years ago. 
 

December Service Times 
Sunday 5th December  Evensong  6.30pm 
Sunday 12th December Communion  9.30am 
Sunday 19th December Communion  8.00am 
 
Christmas Eve 24th December 
At Hutton Buscel  Christingle   3.00pm 
Langdale End   Christmas Eve Service  7.30pm 
 
Christmas Day 
Brompton    Christmas Day Service  10.30am 
 
Boxing Day  
Wykeham 
Short Communion Service    10.00am 
 

May I on behalf of everyone take this opportunity to wish you all A Very Happy and Blessed Christmas. 

  
Wendy Banner PCC Member 
        

************************************** 

The School celebrated Harvest in October and what an 
uplifting service it was.  The food items which the 
children had donated (see photo, left) were given to 
the Rainbow Centre, which Trish Kinsella came and 
spoke about.  Rev Joe Kinsella led the service. Some 
great art work, so thank-you School. 
 
The Remembrance Service was well attended and was 
a very uplifting occasion.  We had 17 who also 
attended the church service.  Special thanks to 
everyone who decorated the church so beautifully and 
to the bellringers.  It was much appreciated. 
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STONEWALLING IN RUSTON 
There has been mounting concern about the poor state of the beck running through Ruston.  It flows down from 

Sawdon, runs alongside Westgate through the centre of the village and down into Town End, before 

disappearing under the A170 and heading off south.  Residents in Town End have been carrying out a valiant, 

but losing, battle against the many weeds which clog the beck and destabilise the wall, so it was very good 

news in October to see Pete Summers, pictured below, engaged by the Dawnay Estate to repair some of the 

very old retaining stone walls which flank the beck.  Pete has been working as a dry stone waller since he left 

the Army some 12 years ago, and has a regular annual booking with the Estate to carry out repairs.  He attended 

various courses mainly in South Yorkshire and gained practical experience alongside wallers working on the 

moors.   

    

Traditionally, wallers would insert a token into the mortar of any wall they built – usually an old brass penny – 

and Pete is proud to carry on this tradition.  The Estate has also carried out some welcome clearance work to 

the beck in Westgate, removing invasive plants such as willowherb, whose roots spread quickly and whose 

seeds are easily blown by the wind and carried along in the beck to invade other areas further along.  For 

further information contact petesummers@hotmail.co.uk 

  * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

WYKEHAM BUNKER 

In October we were pleased to welcome Alan Clegg, who worked on the Wykeham 
bunker in the 1960s, and who gave us a demonstration on how to use a bunker warning 

siren.  We had a very good turn-out and the photos show some of those who came 

along. 

       
 
All bunkers were closed this year due to COVID but hopefully we will be able to have an 

Open Day at the Wykeham bunker next year.                                
 
CHRISTINE SHEPHERDSON 

The work in Town End began with cutting back vegetation 

and roots which had pushed push into the wall and 

destabilised it.  Said Pete “Stonewalling is a living tradition, 

and it is so important to maintain walls such as these, which 

were built many years ago by our ancestors.   

It’s good to work with local stone.  It’s quite difficult to tell 

the age of the walls, but they could be at least 100 years old.  

The walls on the Dawnay Estate are usually built to the same 

dimensions: about 3ft high, with a 10” coping.”   
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WYKEHAM SCHOOL             
“A loving, nurturing community, where everyone learns, lives and grows together 

with Christian values inspiring all that we do” 

Here is some of our latest news ….  

The children had a fantastic day raising money for BBC Children in Need.   Thank you for all your generous 
donations so far, and if you would still like to donate, you can still do so via ParentPay 

Tax Free Childcare Scheme Are you aware of this scheme which Hackness & Wykeham Federation are 
subscribed to?  If you are employed/self employed for a minimum of 16 hours then you could claim financial 
help towards your childcare costs which can be used for before- and after-school clubs.  It simply involves 
signing up for an online account which you can top up with any amount you choose . Every £40 you pay into 
the account will be topped up by £10 and the school are then paid directly.  For more information visit 
www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare 

We have Reception places available for September 2022 entry – spread the word! 

Dates for your Diary: 

9  December  Nativity Play at Wykeham Church 6-7.30pm 
10 December  Christmas Jumper Day 
16 December  Carol Service and Readings at Wykeham Church 1.30-2.30pm 
5 January  Term start 
 
For further information tel 01723 862413 or email wykehamadmin@hwfed.co.uk 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

*************************** 

DON’T FORGET….that lots of news and activities, including details of local 

guided wildlife walks by Graham Bilton, can be found on the Ruston and Wykeham 
Facebook page….. 

 

JANET CROSSLEY 

Many local people gathered at Wykeham church on 25 November to say goodbye to Janet Crossley of 
Ruston, who has very sadly passed away.  Mourners were encouraged to wear bright colours in her 
memory and celebrate her life and many achievements.  In a very apt and loving gesture pews and 
chairs were draped with exquisite quilts, referencing Janet’s own skills and her huge contribution to 
quilting locally and nationally.  The service was led by Rev Joe Kinsella and donations were gratefully 
received for the work of the British Heart Foundation and the work of the church.   

Janet ‘s son spoke movingly about his memories of her and Pat Wood led candle-lit prayers.  Janet 
made huge contributions to local life over many years including Wykeham School, Springhead School 
and the PCC.  Her kindness, dedication, hard work and great sense of humour will be sorely missed.   
Our deepest sympathies are with David and family. 

http://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare
mailto:wykehamadmin@hwfed.co.uk
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TACK ROOM TALES 

From Cottage Farm Stables 
Are you aware we have a nearly extinct species of pony living in Ruston village? The Fell Pony is on the 
endangered species list due to declining numbers.  Knight the Fell Pony (photo below) moved to Ruston this 
summer. You may have spotting him showing off his paces bucking and cantering around one of our 
paddocks. 

  
Foraged Christmas Garlands  

     Feeling Chrismassy yet?  With the hedgerows brimming full of foliage  

     we’re planning on making our own foraged garlands this year.  This  

     layered garland made with fresh cedar and grapevine twigs looks  

     festive and smells great, too. 

     To make: Bundle 12-inch lengths of fresh cedar and grapevine twigs  

     using metal wire to hold them together.  Repeat until you 

     have enough to go around the doorframe.  Affix bundles together  

     in an overlapping pattern with green wire.  Hang over the doorway  

     using nails or hooks.  Add berries, ivy, conifer, pine cones or anything 

     you can find that’s pretty.  You can also use the same principle for  

     making door reefs. 

                                                                        For further information please get in touch via kate@riskr.uk.   

                                                           

                                                           KATE RISKER  

 

******************************************* 

BON VOYAGE.......! 

 ...to Ron and Angie Mushet who have left Ruston for pastures new in Devon.  Originally 
managers at St Helen’s Caravan Park, Ron and Angie were very active in their retirement, 
particularly working and playing hard for Snainton Bowls Club and raising funds for various 
charities close to their hearts.  Their contribution to and involvement with local life will be 
much missed and we wish them happy times in their new home.    

Fell Ponies are stocky, thick-coated and are usually 13 to 
14hh and date back to Roman times.  They are known for 
their good nature and hardiness.  The breed is popular in 
both showing and driving circles; the Queen breeds Fell 
Ponies and the Duke of Edinburgh used them for driving.  
International demand, particularly from America, is at an 
all time high. 

His owner enjoys hacking Knight around the local dales 
and forestry so look and see if you can spot them!  Or 
why not give them a follow on Instagram to keep up with 
Knight’s regular news @thefellproject  

 

 

mailto:kate@riskr.uk
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WHAT A PANTOMIME! 

 
Thanks to Ellen Mason of Ruston for sharing this wonderful photo of a festive 
performance held in Wykeham Church in the 1960s.   She was one of the angels at the back.  
There are some elaborate costumes and the tall gentleman in the rather splendid necklace 
is thought to be Mr John Dean of Wykeham, principal singer with the D’Oyley Carte Opera 
company.  Are you in this photo?  Do you recognize anyone?   

LATEST COUNCIL NEWS 

128 Bus Service meeting: The large turn-out of residents worried about the decision by EYMS to 
end the routing of buses through Ruston was greatly appreciated.  The EYMS’s Passenger Director, 
Ben Gilligan, was grilled about the decision, which is causing much hardship to Ruston residents who 
have to make an unacceptably long walk to The Downe Arms bus stop.  Mr Gilligan pointed out that 
the 128 service was losing £250,000 and bus drivers were finding it increasingly difficult to exit Town 
End on to the A170 because of the increased traffic and its speed, especially when only about two 
passengers a day used the service. 

A strong argument was made by residents, which I certainly support, that two buses a day in each 
direction could go through the village enabling residents to adjust their arrangements. I also 
suggested that it could be possible for a system of pre-booking to be devised.  Mary Welch, the 
County Council’s Community Passenger Officer had planned to attend the meeting but was unable to 
do so due to becoming a victim of Covid.  I have asked for a meeting with her on her return to work to 
explore some alternative, especially additional funding, and if our area could benefit from a new 
NYCC pilot which has been introduced in the Bedale and Masham area, known as YORBUS.  

Traffic speed on the A170: The speed of traffic on Ruston Hill on the A170 has been a long-

standing worry for the Parish Council and myself. Several actions have been suggested to the 
County Council Highways Department but have not been successful as they do not meet Department 
of Transport criteria. They have included extending the 40 mph speed limit towards Brompton, re-
designing the overtaking stretch and erecting a Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS).  

However, the success of the first Wykeham Cricket Festival and the possibility of similar events at the 
playing field in the future could provide a key to a re-think. The large number of players and 
spectators who attended the Festival proved that action is needed to bring about safe access into the 
cricket field, and for traffic going through the Park to Wykeham village and accessing the A170 
opposite The Downe Arms - a difficult junction at the best of times. 
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If we can see the national speed limit area of 60 mph on the western side of Ruston Hill reduced to 
40 mph from a point near Town End this would strengthen the case for a VAS being placed at the 
bottom of the hill.  As County Councillor for the area I have a budget from which I have already 
provided considerable funds for VAS signs to other villages, and will do so for Wykeham and Ruston. 
I am making a formal request for the 40 mph to be extended towards Brompton, which I know the 
Parish Council supports, and if any resident would like to send me a letter of support it would be 
appreciated.  If anyone has an alternative suggestion for reducing the traffic speed I’d be delighted to 
hear it. 

New North Yorkshire Council: Good progress is being made to ensure a smooth transition from the 
existing seven Borough and District councils and NYCC to the new North Yorkshire Council which 
will be provide all local government services from April 2023.  It is expected that the new council, 
based at Northallerton with satellites in each of the current district areas including Scarborough, will 
save about £30m a year. The priority is to provide residents with the quality of services they currently 
enjoy, especially from NYCC, and giving them good value for money.  Many meetings are being held 
involving existing members and officers of NYCC and the district councils, on such matters as social 
services, care of older and vulnerable people, public transport, economy, highways, education, 
planning, etc to bring about the desired benefits to our council tax payers. 

Parish councils too will have a role to play, including, if they wish, to take additional responsibilities, 
giving them a stronger voice in decision-making. 

DAVID JEFFELS  

 

CHRISTMAS PAST..... 
  

   
(Information from The Scarborough Book of Days by Robert Woodhouse, pub 2013 by the History Press) 

 

******************************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Martinmas (November 11) eve until Christmas day ‘waits’(bands 

of street musicians)  would walk around towns and villages, playing and 

singing outside the homes of principal citizens. 

One of the most celebrated waits in the Scarborough area was 

Bartholomew Johnson of Wykeham.  He moved to Scarborough in order 

to take up an apprenticeship as a barber and for almost 71 years he was 

one of the town’s waits.  His 100
th
 birthday was celebrated with a jubilee 

dinner and musical performance at the Freemason’s Lodge in 

Scarborough.  A medal was struck as a memorial of the event and Lord 

Mulgrave commissioned John Jackson RA to paint a portrait of the 

venerable centenarian, which was later presented to Scarborough 

Corporation and put on display in the Town Hall.  He died on 7 

February 1814 aged 103 and was buried in Wykeham Churchyard.      

FOR SALE  

PIANO KEYBOARD  RockJam RJ-661 Multi-function keyboard with stand.  Five octaves. 

Tone and beat selection options.  Recording function, plus microphone input and headphone 

output and instruction manual.  In excellent condition.   Great Christmas present! £50 ono.  

Contact Helen Evans 01723 658736  
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GARDEN NOTES  

What a year!  Downpours, droughts and occasional despair.  Picking raspberries at the end of 

November, roses in bloom in December and daffs already poking through the soil are all signs of 

the topsy-turvy state of garden life.  Plants have had a nasty shock with the recent and sudden 

wintry blast!  Trying to keep a balance between what’s good for gardens and what’s good for 

wildlife is tricky.  Wintry weather was always seen as a good way to kill off lurking pests such 

as greenfly – yet these little sap-suckers are also a welcome food source for such birds as 

bluetits, who can be seen busily working their way along stems rooting out tasty morsels.  Live 

and let live seems to be the best motto (or damned if you do and damned if you don’t).   

What were the successes of the past gardening year in Ruston?  A good apple crop was one.  

Two bargain-bin trees were planted and trained against trellis about five years ago, and they 

are finally doing the business.  The dwarf morello cherry (same bargain bin) is less successful 

from a human point of view because the few fruit that are produced are instantly gobbled up by 

the blackbirds, and I cannot be bothered to start draping netting over the tree for the sake of 

five cherries.... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

                                                                            

If on a quiet, dark night you see someone staggering around Ruston, shouting at apple trees and 

swigging from a mug of some disgusting-looking drink, you’ll know who it is.... 

Happy gardening in 2022! 

ANNE BRITTON   

 

     

Old apple tree, we wassail thee 

And hoping thou will be, 

For the Lord doth know where we shall be 

Till the apples come another year. 

For to bear well, and to bear well 

So merry let us be. 

Let every man take off his hat, 

And shout to the old apple tree! 

Old apple tree, we wassail thee, 

And hoping thou wilt bear 

Hatfuls, capfuls, three bushel bagfuls 

And a little heap under the stairs 

Hip! Hip! Hurray! 

There are many varieties of fruit trees now 

which are grown on dwarf rootstock and can 

easily be grown in a large pot.  It is very 

satisfying to pick your own and no airmiles 

involved, so it might be worth having a go. 

In much older times apple trees were thought 

to possess all sorts of magical powers and were 

celebrated at Christmas, as per the traditional 

rhyme (left).  A wassail cup consisted of beer 

or cider mixed with cooked, mashed apples.    
 

A MOST EGGCELLENT OUTING 

Spotted at the recent bunker siren demo in Wykeham were 

sisters Ellie and Lydia Frith who came along to watch.  They 

brought their pet chicken Penny (as you do), who is a Silky 

Zebrite cross.  Penny took a keen interest in the 

proceedings.  It’s good to see the poultry community taking 

such an active part in our local history. 
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WEIRD AND WONDERFUL WILDLIFE 

The following two fascinating creatures were spotted in Ruston gardens this year. 

                                                                                                                                

 

If you have photos of local wildlife that you would like to share, please do get in touch.  
Britters54@gmail.com 

***************************************************** 

DID YOU KNOW? 

   

********************************* 

DEFIBRILLATOR AT NORTH MOOR 

                                                                                                      

Nearest left is the caterpillar of the 
Elephant Hawk Moth, found in the 
branches of a Portuguese Laurel 
bush (photo courtesy of Sharon 
Colley).  Up to three inches long, 
and with distinctive ‘eye’ markings 
designed to scare off predators, it 
certainly is eye-catching.  The other 
photo shows a garden lizard, found 
by torchlight, sitting on a hosta leaf.  
Rarely seen, they inhabit nooks and 
crannies in stone walls (so plenty of 
choice in our area).    

Have you noticed the pretty white flowers growing in 

various fields in the area?  David Shepherdson of Ruston 

Farm explains: “The large field behind the Downe Arms 

was drilled after harvest with an over-winter cover crop. 

It’s a mix of tillage radish, linseed, crimson clover and 

cereal rye. It’s a multipurpose mix designed to mop up any 

leftover nitrogen and cover the ground with a growing 

crop to stop any erosion.  The radishes put down deep 

roots to break up any compaction.  Finally after winter the 

cover will break down into the soil providing a green 

manure for the field.”  
  

North Moor now has its own defibrillator, situated adjacent to the 

Forestry offices on the left as you enter the village from the south.  This 

means that all three WRNM villages now have them.   The Ruston one is 

in the bus shelter and the Wykeham one is attached to the Old Reading 

Rooms.  

A big thank-you to fundraisers, campaigners, the Dawnay Estate and local 

people who have made this possible.  Especial thanks go to members of 

the Parish Council for their hard work and persistence in overcoming all 

manner of difficulties along the way.    

mailto:Britters54@gmail.com
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FESTIVE NOSH 
Here’s a quick and easy dessert with a zingy lemon tang by way of contrast to all the heavier 

traditional puds. 

 

LEMON CRUNCH PIE 

Ingredients: 8oz gingernut biscuits; 4oz melted butter; ¼ pt double cream; one 7oz tin of 

condensed milk; up to 8 tablespoons lemon juice, depending on your taste; grated rind of one 

lemon. 

Method: Crush the gingernuts and add them to the melted butter, mixing well.  Press this mix 

into a 7 ½ inch tin to make a case.  Chill.  Whip the cream until thickened and add the condensed 

milk.  Mix them together.  Mix in the lemon juice and rind.  Pour the mix into the gingernut case 

and chill overnight.  Decorate with candied lemon slices.  Can be frozen. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AND FINALLY..... : Some fine specimens of food-related 
silliness, courtesy of the usual culprits.  Keep ‘em coming! 
Which cheese is made backwards?  Edam. 
What do you get when you boil a funny bone?  Laughing stock 
What cheese do you used to tempt a grizzly out of his cave?  Camembert 
What do you call a cow without milk?  An udder failure 
What did one plate of Christmas lunch say to the other?  Dinner’s on me! 
 
   

 

The next edition of WRNM News will be due out in March 2022, so please 
submit any contributions (articles, photos, poems, recipes, memories, for 

sale notices, etc) by 20 February.  Thank you! 
Anne Britton (britters54@gmail.com) or 07866106093 

 

USEFUL COMMUNITY CONTACT DETAILS 

Twitter  @NYorksPolice-Force Twitter  
Facebook  North Yorkshire Police-Force Page 
Local Beat Manager PC595 Graham Bilton  graham.bilton@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 
Community Support Officer Ria Lockey  ria.lockey@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 
Highways   01609 780780         Dog Warden  01723 232323  NHS  111 
Action Fraud  0300 1232040    RSPB 0300 9990101     Crimestoppers  0800 555111 

County Councillor: David Jeffels Cllr.David.jeffels@northyorks.gov.uk   tel: 01723 863395 
Borough Councillors: David Jeffels   Cllr.david.jeffels@scarborough.gov.uk 
                                       Heather Phillips Cllr.heather.phillips@scarborough.gov.uk 
Parish Clerk:   Rosemary McIlroy   clerkwpc@outlook.com  tel: 01723 865884 
Parish Councillors:  Ingrid Ashman  ingridashman@hotmail.co.uk  tel: 07498049384 
                                    Laurence Day  laurenceday2810@yahoo.co.uk  tel:  07737553583 
                                    Ray Kirk  raykirk29@gmail.com  tel: 07399067087 
                         
                                    
ingrid 
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