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WELCOME ….. to a feast of an edition!  The gorgeous afternoon tea shown on the 
cover was served at the inaugural Wykeham Cricket Festival.   There is sad news regarding 
Peter Whitaker, Neil Sands and Katy Jones (nee Long) and our thoughts are with their 
families.  Inside: lots of events coming up, including the Parish Assembly and the Harvest 
Festival; a happy hedgehog; and a cunning recipe to deal with a glut of courgettes.  All is – 
nearly – safely gathered in. 
       
Anne Britton, Editor, 07866106093, britters54@gmail.com 
     

******************** 

PARISH COUNCIL 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 1 September at 6pm at 4 Langley House, Wykeham 

Business Park.  This will be the Annual Meeting followed by the Annual Assembly at 7.30pm. Please do 

come along and have your say! For further details contact the Parish Clerk, Rosemary McIlroy, at 

clerkwpc@outlook.com visit the website www.wykehamparishcouncil.org or telephone 01723 865884.   

Here is a selection of items from the meeting held on 1 June:    

Police report: Off-road bikes in the forests.  It is thought most of the offenders are not local but coming in 

from Hull and the West Riding.   A team of specialist officers from Tadcaster is being drafted in to address the 

problem. Local people are urged to contact police if they witness any related incidents. 

There has also been a concern about events being held in Wykeham village leading to parking in the street 

which has blocked the road on occasions to large vehicles. Car parking has been made available but a number 

of people have simply ignored this. Councillor Kirk will endeavour to acquire cones to put along the road in 

order to prevent this when the next event is held.  

Councillor reports: Money is to be made available to Parish Councils for use on projects such as village hall 

improvements, scout huts etc. There was discussion as to how the Parish might utilise this. Lady Downe 

suggested that maybe it could be used to develop an area at the back of the church which would serve to act as 

a village hall type space.  Heather will email Lady Downe about this and Lady Downe will then contact the 

clerk with a view to putting forward suggestions. 

Heather briefed councillors about mental health concerns in rural areas, particularly concerning the farming 

community. Heather and David will be seeking to raise awareness of this problem in rural communities. 

Road safety: There is considerable concern in the parish about the current situation on the A170 coming from 

the Brompton direction. Cars are using the overtaking lane and often travelling at excess speed.  This has 

resulted in numerous incidences when cars waiting in the turn off lane to Ruston have been confronted by 

overtaking cars that have not got back into the inside lane.  David suggested vehicle activated signs might be a 

possibility, however Laurence pointed out that, at the point when a vehicle begins the overtake the limit is 

60mph. It was suggested that this might be a case in which the new Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner 

should be approached. The Clerk will email Heather who will put our concerns forward.  Laurence had spoken 

to police officers conducting speed checks from the layby next to the nursery turn-off, and was told they are 

restricted in where they can park, which is why the siting is often not ideal.  

Defibrillators: The parish council has now purchased two defibrillators with a view to these being installed at 

Ruston and North Moor. The clerk will email the Forestry Commission representative regarding the one at 

North Moor since consent from them will be needed. 

There problems concerning the defibrillator currently sited on the church wall. Councillor Kirk proposed and 

Councillor Day seconded that Trading Standards should be contacted. The clerk and Heather will put this in 

motion.  The Clerk will write to Matthew thanking him for the wonderful donation made by the Shoot to the 

parish in order to purchase the defibrillators. 

Ruston: The drain is blocked on Ruston Hill causing mud and debris to be washed down. David will speak to 

highways.  He will also mention to them about potholes on Hugden Lane. 

  

 

mailto:britters54@gmail.com
mailto:clerkwpc@outlook.com
http://www.wykehamparishcouncil.org/
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED on 4th SEPTEMBER! 

The North York Moors National Park Woodland Restoration Team is holding a Community Open Day on 

Saturday 4th September 2021, 10.30am -2.30pm in Revenge Wood, between Wykeham and Hutton Buscel.  

Join us to help remove and recycle plastic guards from the trees in Revenge Wood.  Tools, training and 

refreshments will be provided.  For more information please contact Andrew Kearsey, Woodland Restoration 

Team Supervisor 01439 772551 or email:  a.kearsey@northyorkmoors.org.uk  

* * * * * * * * * * * 

FORGE VALLEY RAILWAY 

I have lived in Kirkbymoorside since 1995 and cross over two hump backed bridges every working day.  I was 
curious as to the purpose of these bridges, and slowly became aware that they once crossed a railway line.  
Furthermore, I used to live in a house with a driveway that used to form part of the railway track.   

I was curious as to how much evidence of this railway still existed, and started consulting OS maps and 
exploring.   Not only do they provide a focus for a day’s walk, but the old railway lines generally follow 
reasonably flat ground, and you have ample excuses to pause at regular intervals to take photos and shoot 
video.  This is important for those of us who are getting on a bit, and could probably be a bit fitter!  Also, it 
takes you to areas that are not obviously picturesque, that you wouldn’t normally have a reason to visit. This 
is great, since you generally have the place to yourself, and the villages you pass through often contain 
buildings that are hundreds of years old, and have a charm that is lacking from the standardised modern 
estates that spring up everywhere.  

Having completed a couple of lines, I thought I could tackle the Forge Valley line.  I really enjoyed it and saw 
bits of the countryside that I normally only see from a distance as I travel along the A170. The Forge Valley 
line was relatively short-lived, as railway lines go (1882-1950), but a great many people must have been 
employed building and maintaining the line, and working in the stations and gatehouses.  The railway must 
have supported a number of other industries too.   It is good to see that some of the stations are being put to 
good use today.  However there are still some unsolved questions in my mind.   Why did the track cross to the 
northern side of the A170 at Gallows Hill, only to re-cross to the southern side shortly after Wykeham, 
necessitating the building of two bridges and a cutting, when Wykeham village is mostly on the southern side 
of the road? Was there a problem getting permission to route the track on the southern side? Why are there 
so few photographs of Gallows Hill Bridge, the bridges over West Gate and East Gate in Ruston, and (to a 
lesser extent) Fothill Bridge?  Perhaps nobody thought these bridges were worth taking a snap.  Perhaps they 
were just part of the background of everyday life.  As Joni Mitchell once said – “you don’t know what you’ve 
got ‘til it’s gone”.....  

My  YouTube video on the Forge Valley Railway is now uploaded. You can find it here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aFOd4omy99o&t=9s 

RICHARD ELLINGWORTH 

[Note from Editor:  Thank you to Richard for getting in touch and contributing to our newsletter.  The WRNM 
Village archive was able to provide Richard with a photo showing East Gate bridge in Ruston.  If readers have 
any information and/or photos of the railway and its bridges, please contact me or Richard.] 

 

 
 
 
 
 

WRNM NEWS DELIVERY 

The appeal in the June edition for views about paperless WRNM delivery resulted in one 

response, which was firmly in favour of continuing with paper delivery.  The respondent 

felt the paper form was more inclusive as it reached those who may not have access to IT.  

Remember too that your WRNM News is available on the Parish Council website. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aFOd4omy99o&t=9s
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WYKEHAM BUNKER 
It was wonderful to seek you all at the plant sale held on the 5th and 6th of June, when we raised £1,700 
for the Wykeham Royal Observer Corps bunker.  I would like to thank all those people who bought plants 
and made the sale such a success.  A big thank-you also goes to Mark and Claire at the Abbey.  They 
raised an amazing £100 from selling their excellent tomato plants which Mark grew and Claire sold – 
now that’s what I call teamwork!  Many thanks to the following: Nicola, Sally, Jan Shepherdson, Sharon 
Colley and Lisa Ward for their plant knowledge and expertise in selling the plants and Mark Robinson for 
helping people to carry their plants to their cars.  I am also grateful to Dave Ward for volunteering to cut 
the grass at the bunker on a regular basis – the site looks so much better – and to Mark Rose for offering 
his help with the interior.   
 
All bunkers were closed this year due to COVID but hopefully we will be able to have an Open Day at the 
Wykeham bunker next year. 
 

                                                        

I am very grateful to Matthew for finding the helmet and letting the Wykeham ROC post have it on 
display, and to Bobby for volunteering his help with the aircraft observation post and bunker.  I gave 
Bobby the challenge of making a presentation picture frame for Jack Shepherdson’s medals.  Jack was the 
Chief Observer at the Wykeham post during WWII and at the nuclear bunker (built in 1959 and 
decommissioned in 1991).  Unfortunately, at present, we do not have any record of Jack’s time spent at 
the post.  Bobby has been trained by and worked with David Roxborough (The Picture Place at 
Wykeham) for the last eight years.  Well done to all and a big “thank-you” to Matthew and Bobby for their 
help with the bunker.  
CHRISTINE SHEPHERDSON 
  

**************************************** 

GARDEN NOTES  

In the 16th century the herbalist John Gerard wrote about a certain pesky garden plant: “once 

taken roote, it will hardly be gotten out again, spoiling and getting every yeere more ground, to 

the annoying of better herbes”.  Any guesses as to what he was describing?  Ground elder.  It’s 

as persistent now as it was then.  It spreads by underground runners which annoyingly find 

their way into the middle of other plants.  Thought to have been brought to England by the 

Romans, who used it like spinach and as a vegetable in stews, it rapidly spread into hedgerows, 

woods and shady places.  Ground elder was also known as goutweed, as some believed it 

contained properties which helped to treat that unpleasant condition.  I’m all in favour of eating 

weeds to keep them under control (eg nettles) but I have yet to be tempted by ground elder...   

Vigilance, regular digging and limited, targeted herbicide seem to be the best methods. 

ANNE BRITTON 

Left: Matthew Gledhill 

presenting me with an Air 

Raid Warden’s helmet for 

the Wykeham ROC Post – 

what a find!  

Right: Bobby Gledhill with 

the frame he made to 

display the ROC medals, 

badges and photo of Jack 

Shepherdson.  
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PETER WHITAKER 
Many will be sad to hear that Peter Whitaker has passed away.  Peter, with his wife Joan, ran the village shop in 

Wykeham for 42 years and then retired to live in Ayton.  He was much-loved and will be much-missed.  Our 

condolences go to Joan.  Peter kindly agreed to be interviewed for the village archive in 2016, and below are 

some of his recollections.   

   
 

“We used to deliver from the shop to North Moor, Sawdon, Sherburn, Brompton and Ayton.  Four days of 

every week were spent driving round to take people’s orders, which we would then deliver later in the week.  

Goods such as sugar, flour, currants etc were delivered to the shop in bulk and had to be weighed or measured 

before they were sold.  We bought sugar in one hundredweight paper sacks; flour came in large hessian sacks; 

vinegar came in a ten-gallon wooden cask, and people would take it away in their own bottles and containers.  

We also sold paraffin, chicken feed and cartridges!  There used to be pigeon shoots every Friday around 

Wykeham, and Estate tenants could claim money from the Estate for the cost of their cartridges.  This practice 

ceased in the 1970s.  I got the cartridges direct from ICI, and they were kept in a specially-adapted steel bin.”  

 

[A retirement party for Peter and Joan was held in the garden at the home of Laila Bradley and her husband 

Russell at 24 Wykeham.  Laila recalls:  “So many people came, they all brought along food and drink, and Lord 

Downe made the presentations.  It was a lovely event.  Peter and Joan were very well thought-of, and the way 

Peter ran the shop was marvellous.”] 
 ************************* 

 

HEDGEHOG  HOMECOMING                                                                 

 

For further information please contact 07717013723 or visit 

www.pickeringhedgehogrescue.btck.co.uk 

  

“The shop in Wykeham (now the Gun Shop) looks like a single storey 
building but it fact it has an upstairs, accessed by a solid wood staircase.   
We used to store jams etc in the upstairs area.  The side of the shop was 
used by the Post Office.  There used to be a door connecting through to the 
house next door, where we lived.  In the 1970s people started to buy their 
own cars, so were more mobile, and supermarkets came into existence, so 
village shops suffered, and many closed down.  We were members of BOB , 
a bulk-buying scheme which was pioneered in Scarborough.  Wilf Proudfoot, 
a founder member, had been to America and had seen how privately-owned 
grocers’ shops collaborated to buy as a group in bulk from one warehouse.  
We were the first group to set up in England, and had special illuminated 
signs made which we put up in the shop windows. “  
 

 

This prickly little bundle is a hedgehog found by Ruston 

resident Helen Evans in her garden some weeks ago.  It was 

wandering around in a dazed state in broad daylight, a sure 

sign that all was not well.  The hedgehog – named Sarah Anne – 

was taken to the rescue centre near Pickering, where she 

underwent a few weeks of special diet and medical care.  

Helen then released Sarah Anne back into her garden, and she 

has not been seen since – another positive sign that she has 

settled back into her natural environment. The Rescue Centre 

is constantly in need of donations of cash and items such as 

jelly-based cat and dog food, paper towels, old newspapers and 

fleecy blankets.  

http://www.pickeringhedgehogrescue.btck.co.uk/
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Janet’s Jottings 

Zip merging and E10 – sounds like a spy film but no, both are driving- 
related topics which you need to know about. 

Zip merging:  Highway Code Rule 134 states that traffic should merge in 
turn as two lanes merge into one.  Drivers should be prepared to move 
over into the remaining open lane(s).    

Vehicles should merge at the lane closure (as two lanes become one), not before, allowing one car from the 
closing lane to enter the open lane alternately, so both lanes come together as one, ie like a zip.  An ideal 
example is the new road layout near Scarborough Hospital. Once through the traffic lights, heading towards 
Scalby, two lanes become one.  ZIP. 

Secondly:  petrol classification is changing.  With effect from 1st September 2021 E10 unleaded petrol will 
replace the current E5 as the standard petrol grade. E10 petrol contains up to 10% renewable ethanol and E5, 
up to 5%.  Blending more renewable ethanol into fuel cuts CO2 emissions, helping to reduce greenhouse 
gases which contribute to climate change.  All new cars manufactured since 2011 are compatible with E10 
fuel.  Current publicity suggests prices shouldn’t change much - we will see!!  

Stay Safe  

Janet 077I3 646461                                        Driving Aspirations, helping drive your aspirations 

************************************** 

CRICKET CLUB ANNUAL FUNDRAISER 
 

      
 
On Sunday, August 15 at South Cliff golf club Wykeham Cricket club held their annual golfing 
fundraiser.  The event was supported by many players from the cricket club but also family and 
friends. In this non-handicap event, 30 players were put into groups of four using a Stableford system 
to identify the strongest team. This format allows for the considerable variation in ability across the 
event with only the two best scores gaining points.  This ensures a truly competitive event, but 
without anybody feeling under pressure so allowing everyone to have a great day out. In addition to 
the overall winners, there were prizes for nearest the pin on the short par three holes, 3 and 14, and 
the longest drive on the 18th. 
  
We were blessed with typical Scarborough weather in the middle of summer, with leaden skies, fine 
drizzle and culminating in a torrential downpour!  However, players dried off in the bar to celebrate 
their success and their failures. This is a great social event that helps bring the club together and also 
a great opportunity for former players and family to reconnect with the club. Due to the generous 
support of South cliff golf club we raised about £300 to support development of cricket at Wykeham.  
We will be definitely holding this successful event in 2022 and we would welcome anyone to join this 
fun day out. 
 
CHARLES LANE 
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WYKEHAM CRICKET CLUB 
2021 season for Wykeham Cricket Club  
It has, to a certain extent, been a season of what-might-have-beens for Wykeham CC and there has been no 
more striking example of this than with the form of the First Team.  Looking like genuine promotion- 
candidates on occasions they flattered to deceive on others with the familiar batting collapse.  Having said 
this, however, at the time of going to press they hold a comfortable fourth place in Division One of The 
Beckett League.  The batting has a familiar look about it with Ezra Pashby with 309 runs and placed 11th in the 
league statistics leading the way followed by Mike Dugdale and Joe Bradshaw.  The bowling has a much 
fresher and most promising look with three young players:  the quick bowlers Tom Owen and Adam Eustace 
and intriguingly the left arm spinner Liam Eyre joining the ever-reliable Dave “Stretch” Pearson as the four 
most successful practitioners.  If Wykeham can hang on to these young men and bolster the batting they must 
be strong candidates for promotion to the Promised Land of the Premier League.  

The Second Team have done well to hold a respectable sixth place in a competitive League 2.  Probably the 
brightest prospect in the club is their best batsman Charlie Revis who is still eligible for the Under 15s.    He 
leads the way with 267 accumulated runs followed by the experienced Sam Colling with 191 and Thomas Poor 
with 162. The bowling has a much more recognisable look about it with three players approaching the veteran 
stage: Scott Wardman, Gareth Barnard and Skipper Adam Hutchinson being their most prolific wicket takers.  

The Third Team are in a comfortable mid-table position but this does not reflect the ups and downs of an 
interesting season.  They have been able to overcome all the problems that traditionally affect any third team 
and then some more unusual and serious ones because they are very well-run and have a tremendous team 
spirit.  They are not afraid to be bold either and this was particularly shown in a recent match against 
Flamborough when they fielded four ladies.  The youngest of these, 13-year-old Livvy Miners, distinguished 
herself when she opened the bowling with a wicket maiden.  Another of the ladies was Samantha 
Shepherdson wife of the captain Pete Shepherdson who is temporarily out of action.  Christian Soulsby has 
been their most successful batsman but the most interesting addition to the side has been Sam Owen, 
brother of Tom, who has been having some, hopefully temporary, problems with his bowling action but has 
reinvented himself as a hard hitting batsman. As usual Robin Shepherdson features amongst the leading 
batsmen and he also occupies the position of highest wicket-taker with his medium paced swing bowling. 
Encouragingly the next three wicket takers are all young players:  Finn Holder, George Jackson and Oliver 
Barnett.  George and Oliver are still members of the Under 15s. 

Juniors  

The Under 11s finished second in their league but this is something of a disappointment as they provided 
three of the four best batsmen in the league in Reece Wright, who was top, Oliver Trousdale, who was third, 
and Sam Barker fourth.  Reece Wright was also the best bowler in the league with Toby Hutchinson second 
and Tom Gibson fourth.  The Under 13s finished third in their league with Jack Milburn, Thomas Denton and 
Jonathan Stockhill prospering with the bat and Tom Danby and Harry Amstell  taking the wickets.   

The Under 15s were perhaps a little unlucky to only finish second in their league as they had what appeared 
to be a powerful side lead by the impressive Charlie Revis who was backed up in the batting by Tom Palmer. 
Oliver Barnett and George Jackson, both of whom have had senior experience, were the main wicket takers. 

DAVE GRIMWOOD 

************************ 

 

 

 

 

NEIL SANDS 
We were very sad and shocked to learn that Ruston resident Neil Sands has passed away.  Neil was a former 

landlord of the Downe Arms in Wykeham and the Post Office Tavern in Brompton.  Entrepreneur and 

enthusiastic supporter of various charities, he was a jovial and familiar local figure, often to be seen walking 

his dogs around Ruston and Wykeham.  A full tribute to Neil will appear in the December edition.  Our love 

and thoughts are with Sue. 
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NORTH YORKSHIRE WATERPARK: TENANTS’ DISCOUNT CARD 

    
 

******************************************* 

A TALE OF THREE KITTENS 

In Loving Memory of Monty, Spooky and Missy 

Many years ago Rosie McIlroy, a great cat-lover, rescued a female black cat from a skip at the 

back of the Mount Hotel in Scarborough.   Rosie brought her back to 23 Wykeham where she 

lived at the time, next door to me.  This lovely cat soon presented us with four black kittens.  

Of these, one departed with the mother cat to live on a farm.  Of the remaining three, one had 

a small white mark on his chest, and we called him Monty.   Soon after, he disappeared, but then 

one evening six months later, in the cold light of a full moon, a cat jumped onto the kitchen 

windowsill.  We immediately recognised him as Monty because of his white spot.  He paid his 

respects and walked in as if he had never been away.  He must have booked in for B&B next 

door because he departed, entering through the catflap at No 23 and getting his money’s worth 

for two nights.  He then came back to No 24, said “good morning”, went up the garden and was 

never seen again, so it was actually “goodbye”. 

Next was Spooky, a handsome, friendly and amusing cat.  Sadly he died earlier this year of a 

heart attack.  This left the only female cat, Missy.  Missy walked alone, preferring a straw bed 

in the barn and a life outside.  She could not be persuaded to come indoors.  However, after 

Spooky’s death a miracle occurred.  She shed her ‘Bag Lady’ image, and transformed into a 

sleek, beautiful cat.  She decided to enter the house and discovered the delights of a nice fire.  

She gave me great joy for about four months before becoming very ill and, on veterinary 

advice, I had to let her go.  She had reached the grand old age of 19. 

Now they are travelling in that “uncharted land from which no-one has ever returned”.  The 

great secret of what lies beyond will have been revealed to them, but I think they already knew 

that anyway.  Cats do, you know!  Here are two verses from the very amusing poem by T S Eliot  

entitled The Naming of Cats.     

LAILA BRADLEY 

 

 

 

 

 

After the successful expansion and reopening of the 
North Yorkshire WaterPark this summer a 12-month 
10% discount is to be offered to Dawnay Estate tenants 
who use the activities or visit the Cafe.  The discount is 
available to all those who live on the Estate, but not 
their wider families and relations. 

To collect your discount card please visit the Reception 
at the WaterPark, with proof of your address, before 
the end of September 2021. Any queries please ring the 
Estate Office on 866600 

THE NAMING OF CATS 

“.... I tell you, a cat needs a name that’s particular 
A name that’s peculiar, and more dignified, 
Else how can he keep up his tail perpendicular, 
Or spread out his whiskers, or cherish his pride? 
 
 

.....But the cat himself knows 
And will never confess. 
When you notice a cat in profound meditation 
The reason, I tell you, is always the same: 
His mind is engaged in rapt contemplation  
Of the thought, of the thought, 
Of the thought of his name.” 
 
 



9 

                  BRASS & CAKE BY THE LAKE! - SUNDAY 26TH SEPTEMBER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

****************** 

NEWS FROM RUSTON FARM 

Did I miss summer?  The first day of harvest was blazing hot which led me to think that the last two years of 
wet harvests snatching at damp crops in between the showers were behind us.  Alas, no, since that first sunny 
day it has again been a case of wheeling the combine out between showers, snatching parts of fields at a 
time, and running the corn dryer to cool down the grain that’s coming in just that bit too damp.  What we 
need now is a fortnight of dry weather to make a start on the wheat and get it all gathered in out of harm’s 
way. 

The cattle are preferring the damper conditions.  After no rain in the spring and worrying about not having 
enough feed to see us through the winter, when it did rain the grass grew more than I could ever have 
expected.  Perhaps I’ll have to find a few more mouths to eat it this winter!  

We’ve established several of the nectar plots on the farm and after what seemed like a slow start they now 
look some of the best, so should keep the bees happy.  One of the new ones is on the left up the Cow Pasture 
lane just before the old quarry, so perhaps a few people can enjoy looking over at it as well as the bees. 

 

DAVID SHEPHERDSON   

************** 

DID YOU KNOW #1... you can recycle your old, broken and unwanted biros and felt tip 

pens at Rymans Stationers in Scarborough?Take them along to the collection bin at the back of the shop.  

The pens are broken down into separate components and the plastic is re-used in other products. 

Support Dogs - a Yorkshire-based charity which trains and provides 
specialist assistance dogs for those living with autism, epilepsy and 
disability - was one of the organisations which benefited from the 
Dawnay Estate’s Charity Clay Shoot in 2019.   As a thank-you the 
Estate was invited to name a Labrador puppy, and this was Dawnay, 
pictured left at six months and now.  Dawnay has spent the last two 
years in training, passing each stage with flying colours, and next 
month goes to her new home to support a young boy with autism.  
The Estate’s sponsorship continues and the North Yorkshire 
WaterPark will be hosting  a Fun Family Dog Show, open to all, with 
dog fly ball demonstrations from 11am and a traditional Brass Band 
concert by Ripon City Band at 1.30pm with tea and cake.   Entry is 
free and all proceeds from the dog show and cake sales will go to 
Support Dogs.  https://www.supportdogs.org.uk 

 

https://www.supportdogs.org.uk/


10 

ST HELEN AND ALL SAINTS CHURCH 
      Well its good news from St Helen and All Saints Church – we
       are now holding services and singing has been re-introduced.  
      We are still following some of the Covid protocols but it feels 
      so much better. 

      We are now celebrating weddings and baptisms which is great 
      news for all the brides and grooms who have changed their 
      arrangements two and three times. 

      We have not held any social events yet although we have 
      had events at Wydale Hall.  Wydale Hall is the Christian  
      Conference Centre just past Brompton.  Please keep an eye 
      out for events which you will all be very welcome to attend. 

      A big thank you to Christine and Terry Cartlidge for their work 
      keeping the church immaculate as usual.   

Also a big thank you to everyone involved in caring for the graveyard - it is much appreciated. 

May God Bless you all, we pray for all our families in Wykeham and Ruston as the children return to school, 
especially pupils in our Wykeham Primary Church of England School and all the staff as they start the new 
school year.  

A warm welcome awaits everyone at St Helen and All Saints Church.  The Rev Joe can be contacted on 
07792023428  Email revjk@btinternet.com 

WENDY BANNER 
PCC Member                                                                                                                 

************************************** 

   

   

*********************** 

DEFIBRILLATOR AWARENESS EVENT 
Many of you will be aware that the Parish Council, with the aid of some generous donations 

added to its own funds, has been undertaking a project to provide defibrillators in all areas of 

the parish.  How many people know what a defibrillator is, what it does and how it should be 

used?  With this in mind the Parish Council has arranged an awareness event at the Downe Arms 

on Thursday 2 September at 7pm when representatives of the Yorkshire Ambulance Service 

will give a talk and practical demonstration.  All very welcome to attend. 

 

HARVEST FESTIVAL 

26TH SEPTMBER 2021 

joint with Hutton Buscel at 

ST MATTHEW’S CHURCH  

HUTTON BUSCEL  

11.00AM 

FOLLOWED BY HARVEST LUNCH 

EVERYONE WELCOME 

MEMORIAL STONE 
 

On 24 July 1946, during a routine training flight, a Wellington 

bomber crashed yards away from Wykeham Abbey, instantly 

killing the five crew members on board.  

 

To commemorate those who died, the Estate has recently 

commissioned a memorial.  A short booklet will be published 

later this year giving full details of the plane and the probable 

cause of the crash. 
 

mailto:revjk@btinternet.com
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CRICKETERS PRESENT..... 

    
...... and CRICKETERS PAST 

Are you a woman who played cricket in the 1950s, 60s and 70s?  Although we think of women’s 
involvement in the game as being recent, there were thriving village women’s teams and leagues in 
Yorkshire over half a century ago.  If you have stories to tell and share please get in touch with Anne 
Britton 07866106093. 

******************************* 

                                                                                      
* * * * * ** * * * * * 

FROM THE ARCHIVES ......Ron Peacock, who used to live in the top house in 

Wykeham across the road from the church, which was demolished later when the road was widened,   

remembers his time working for the Dawnay Estate:  “We used to produce pit props for the coal 

mines; bungs for tar barrels at a factory in Halifax (they would always come and visit and bring us a 

bottle of beer); and harvest poles, which were sent to Newmarket, to be used for hayricks.    We once 

felled a huge sycamore tree which was sent all the way to Japan – they used is for making veneer.  It 

had to be sent as much as possible by railway because the wood would go mouldy if it was kept too 

long in the hold of a ship. The Estate got paid a fortune for this tree, around £14 a cubic foot, and the 

tree was about 250 cubic feet!  We felled a lot of hardwood trees and various timber merchants would 

buy it up.   

 

I remember when Dutch Elm disease arrived and affected hundreds of trees on the Estate.  We had to 

fell them all.  We couldn’t sell the wood because there was no market for it, with so many elms being 

felled across the country.  We cut the wood into chocks for the coal mines and the rest into firewood.  

Later the wood became very valuable and scarce and was then sold “in the round”, meaning in whole 

trunks.”  

Snapped at the Cricket Festival were (left) 
young Wykeham players, and twins, Sam 
and Tom Owens and Edie Grimwood, 
grand-daughter of chairman and WRNM 
News regular Dave Grimwood.  Edie was 
part of a brilliant team supplying visitors 
with drinks and food. 
 
Well done to all involved – despite the 
disruption caused by rotten weather it was 
a very successful event. 

KATY JONES  

We were recently very sad and shocked to learn that Katy Jones (nee 

Long), former Ruston resident, has passed away – a devastating loss. 

Her mum Sue Long has sent this lovely photo of Katy and the following 

tribute: 

“It’s with a very heavy heart that I am writing this.  For anyone who 

doesn’t know, my youngest daughter died seven days before her 

birthday.   What a shock.   She was a loving daughter, sister, wife and 

mother.  She was so proud of her three beautiful girls. For anyone who 

did not know her, she was fun and bubbly and always spoke her mind! 

We will miss her so much. “ 
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COURGETTES WITH EVERYTHING.... 
 
It has been a great year for growing courgettes, and some gardeners have been coming up 
with inventive ways to use them.  Here is a cunning and delicious recipe for hiding them in 
plain sight.  It’s not as weird as it sounds, honest.  A dedicated vegetable-avoider was 
amazed to discover the main ingredient lurking within..... 
 
Chocolate and Courgette cake  
200g plain flour;  ½ teaspoon bicarbonate of soda; 1 teaspoon baking powder; ½ teaspoon 
salt; 140g caster sugar; 2 medium eggs; 180ml vegetable oil; 170g dark chocolate; 225g grated 
courgette. 
Method:  Heat the oven to 150 deg (fan oven).  Grease and line an 8”/20cm loose-bottomed 
cake tin.  Sift the first four ingredients into a bowl and stir in the sugar.  Melt the 
chocolate in a heatproof bowl placed over a pan of simmering water.  Beat the oil and eggs 
together, and add them to the flour/sugar mix.  Then add the melted chocolate and grated 
courgettes.  Mix well, pour into the tin and bake for 45 mins or until cooked through.  
Serve on its own, with buttercream icing or with fresh cream.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AND FINALLY..... : Some fine specimens of silliness, courtesy 
of Dave and Eileen ........ 
Where do you learn how to make a banana split?  At Sundae school. 
Why didn’t the skeleton cross the road?  He didn’t have the guts. 
Why did the woman give up her job in the shoe recycling factory?  It was sole destroying.   
Did you hear about the man who accidentally drank a bottle of invisible ink?  He spent 
three hours in A&E waiting to be seen.  
  
   

 

The next edition of WRNM News will be due out in December 2021, so 
please submit any contributions (articles, photos, poems, recipes, 

memories, for sale notices, etc) by 25 November.  Thank you! 
Anne Britton (britters54@gmail.com) or 07866106093 

 

USEFUL COMMUNITY CONTACT DETAILS 

Twitter  @NYorksPolice-Force Twitter  
Facebook  North Yorkshire Police-Force Page 
Local Beat Manager PC595 Graham Bilton  graham.bilton@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 
Community Support Officer Ria Lockey  ria.lockey@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 
Highways   01609 780780         Dog Warden  01723 232323  NHS  111 
Action Fraud  0300 1232040    RSPB 0300 9990101     Crimestoppers  0800 555111 

County Councillor: David Jeffels Cllr.David.jeffels@northyorks.gov.uk   tel: 01723 863395 
Borough Councillors: David Jeffels   Cllr.david.jeffels@scarborough.gov.uk 
                                       Heather Phillips Cllr.heather.phillips@scarborough.gov.uk 
Parish Clerk:   Rosemary McIlroy   clerkwpc@outlook.com  tel: 01723 865884 
Parish Councillors:  Ingrid Ashman  ingridashman@hotmail.co.uk  tel: 07498049384 
                                    Janet Crossley  j2crossley@btinternet.com  tel: 01723 864285 
                                    Laurence Day  laurenceday2810@yahoo.co.uk  tel:  07737553583 
                                    Ray Kirk  raykirk29@gmail.com  tel: 07399067087 
                         
                                    
ingrid 
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