
WYKEHAM PARISH COUNCIL    

    

    

    

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at 6pm on 5th September 2018 at the St John 

Office, Wykeham Business Centre.    

    

    

Present:    

    

Cllr Lady Downe (Chairman),  Cllr. Ashman, Cllr. Sword, Cllr. Colley, Cllr David Jeffels, Cllr 

Heather Phillips, Rosie McIlroy (Clerk).   

  

   

   

     

    

Before the start of the meeting, Lady Downe made reference to the Openness of Local 

Government Bodies Regulations 2014 and the Council’s policy in respect of these 

obligations was displayed at the entrance to the venue.     

    

No request to film or record was received or conducted and a designated area was not 

required.    

    

1. Apologies for absence    

    

Apologies received from Cllr Day and North Yorkshire Police.   

    

2. Declaration of Interests and Register of Interests    

    

In accordance with the adopted Code of Conduct, the Clerk may grant dispensation to 

any Member to allow them to contribute to the discussion of any agenda item should the 

meeting not be quorate as a result of a declaration of interest. This decision is in the 

interests of the inhabitants of the Parish and will facilitate effective consideration of the 

business. Voting dispensations will therefore be considered as and when they become 

necessary.    

    

3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 16th July 2018   

    

The amended minutes were AGREED to be a true record and duly signed by Lady 

Downe.   

   

4. Police Report   

   



The Clerk drew Councillors’ attention to the most recent crime figures as provided by 

North Yorkshire Police and an e mail received from PS Craig Regan regarding police 

attendance at Parish Council Meetings.  

   

5. Finance   

   

   

The Clerk produced the financial statement since the last meeting which was approved 

by councillors.   

Payments since the last meeting  were approved.  

   

   

6.Grass cutting 

 

Councillor Sword said that a patch of grass opposite the Downe Arms, where a tree 

stump used to be, seems to be consistently getting missed by the contractor. The Clerk 

will write to Harrisons asking that this be included in the next cut.  

   

  

   

7. Parish Field   

   

The Clerk advised that an e mail had been received from David Barrett of Wykeham 

Estate saying that he had been successful in securing a grant for the stone wall of 

£10,000. It is hoped that the amount will cover most of the repairs necessary. The project 

must be completed by September of 2020 and the contractor will be available to start 

within the next few of months. The Clerk will write to David thanking him for his efforts on 

our behalf. 

   

8. Speeding 

 

An e mail from Cllr Day stated that he had been approached by a number of 

parishioners who had witnessed incidents of speeding and general bad driving on the 

A170.  Councillor Jeffels advised that the Police would not support a reduction in the 

speed limit as the A170 did not pass through the actual village. He also told Councillors 

that Parish Councils will most likely be able to purchase vehicle activated signs to be 

placed at the entrance to the village. Meantime, the Clerk will download online forms 

for members of the public to report incidents and this will be posted on the Council’s 

website and also posted on the village noticeboards. 

 

   

9. Footpaths beside A170  

 

Councillors agreed that the grass contractor Mr Harrison should be asked to spray the 

path leading from the caravan site to the first Hutton Buscel turning as soon as possible. 

The Clerk will write to Harrisons about this. 



   

10.  Ruston Beck and tree. 

 

Councillor Sword is still searching for a contractor who is available to do the work on the 

beck. He will continue to work on this. Consideration was given to the question of 

whether the lime tree should be felled. The alternative would be to pollard the tree. 

Councillor Lady Downe suggested that a picture of the tree should be produced for the 

next meeting with some idea of how pollarding it would affect it. Councillors Sword and 

Colley will get a photo. 

  

 

   

11. Remembrance Day  

  

Councillor Sword put forward ideas for a joint project with the PCC to commemorate 

Remembrance Day. It was decided that a small committee consisting of Church and 

Parish representatives be formed to decide on what to do. It is hoped the school could 

also be involved and Councillor Sword will approach the headmaster about this. 

  

12. Yorkshire Water  

  

There continues to be concerns about the problem with the badger sett. Also Councillor 

Colley advised that a member of the public had been in touch with Yorkshire Water  

regarding the stench pipe on the pumphouse on the A170, he was in touch with 

customer services at YW about this. 

   

13. Street Lighting 

 

An e mail from Paul  Gilmore about the replacement streetlighting in the Parish was 

noted.  

  

   

14. Input from Councillors Jeffels and Phillips 

 

Councillor Phillips reported on problems being addressed in Scarborough town centre, in 

particular cleanliness issues and the hope that more accommodation could be made 

available in the town centre to encourage people to live there. It was hoped that where 

renovations were taking place, the original facades could be preserved to improve the 

appearance of the town. 

Councillor Jeffels advised that the 128 bus service through the villages will continue, also 

that it was hoped there would be a new railway station with improved parking facilities 

at Seamer within the next few years. He also noted that Wykeham School had had a 

new, improved playground completed  during the summer holiday. 

 

 

    



15.Clerk’s Briefing 

 

The Clerk told Councillors that she would produce a half yearly financial statement for 

the next meeting so that Council would have an idea how much money would be 

available for possible projects this financial year. 

   

   

The next meeting will be on  7th November 2018 at 6.30pm at 4 Langley House, Wykeham 

Business Centre.    

   

   

    

      

    

     

   

    

    

            

    

    

    

    

    

Chairman  ……………………………..        Date  ……………………………..    


