
WYEKEHAM PARISH COUNCIL   

   

   

   

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at 6pm on 16th July 2018 at the St John Office, 

Wykeham Business Centre.   

   

   

Present:   

   

Cllr Lady Downe (Chairman), Cllr. Day, Cllr. Ashman, Cllr. Sword, Cllr. Colley, Cllr David 

Jeffels, Cllr Heather Phillips, Rosie McIlroy (Clerk).  

 Also present Anne Britton, Newsletter editor 

  

  

    

   

Before the start of the meeting, Lady Downe made reference to the Openness of Local 

Government Bodies Regulations 2014 and the Council’s policy in respect of these 

obligations was displayed at the entrance to the venue.    

   

No request to film or record was received or conducted and a designated area was not 

required.   

   

1. Apologies for absence   

   

Apologies received PC Graham Bilton.  

   

2. Declaration of Interests and Register of Interests   

   

In accordance with the adopted Code of Conduct, the Clerk may grant dispensation to 

any Member to allow them to contribute to the discussion of any agenda item should the 

meeting not be quorate as a result of a declaration of interest. This decision is in the 

interests of the inhabitants of the Parish and will facilitate effective consideration of the 

business. Voting dispensations will therefore be considered as and when they become 

necessary.   

   

3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th May 2018  

   

The Minutes were AGREED to be a true record and duly signed by Lady Downe.  

  

4. Police Report  

  

The Clerk drew Councillors’ attention to the most recent crime figures as provided by 

North Yorkshire Police.  

  



5. Finance  

  

  

The Clerk produced the financial statement since the last meeting which was approved 

by councillors.  

Cheques for payment were approved and signed.  

  

  

6.Speeding  

  

The issue of speeding on the A170 continues to be of concern to Councillors. Councillor 

Jeffels advised that speed activated signs may be available shortly for purchase by 

Councils. Correspondence from Andrew Stanton of Highways suggested that the 

Council should contact Speedconcerns at North Yorkshire Police in order to register the 

Councillors concerns with the police and possibly activate some positive actions. It was 

agreed that the Clerk would contact Speedconcerns to put the Council’s position.  

  

7. Trees, and roads, Ruston.  

  

Councillor Colley reported that branches of the Lime tree in Ruston were still scraping 

against tall vehicles passing in the road. Councillor Sword advised that Wykeham Estate 

had trimmer the tree but that it was a large tree and there was a limit to how much 

could be done. As the tree is in a conservation area any plans to remove it altogether 

would need permission from Planning. Councillor Colley will contact the Planning 

Department about this. 

  

8.. A170 footpath  

  

Highways have cleared the footpath alongside the A170 at Hutton Buscel and have 

applied for funding to re-surface it. It is unlikely that there will funding available for very 

much more work on the footpath for the time being. Councillors agreed that the matter 

be considered further at the next meeting. 

  

  

9. Parish Field  

  

Councillor Sword reported that, following an initial problem with field use not being 

recorded properly, the application was now back on track and David Barrett from the 

Estate was expecting to hear shortly about the grant from Natural England. Councillors 

Ashman and Colley have spoken to National Parks volunteers about the possibility of 

using apprentices for the stone-walling. It was agreed that this was a good idea and 

would be considered further when the funding situation is resolved. 

  

10.  Ruston Beck 

 

Councillor Colley advised that Ruston Beck was collapsing at the edges on the stretch 

between Manor Farm and the phone box. Councillor Sword said that the Estate have 



examined this but it will need to be done a section at a time and is a massive job and 

likely to be very costly. Wykeham Estate are budgeting to do repairs as are financially 

possible in the future. 

  

11. Remembrance Day 

 

Councillors discussed how the 100th anniversary of Remembrance Day should be 

commemorated. Anne said she would be happy to promote any ideas through the 

Newsletter. Lady Downe is attending the school this week and will suggest that they may 

like to get involved. This will be discussed again at the next meeting. 

 

12. Yorkshire Water 

 

Councillor Sword raised an additional matter which is currently of concern in the area. 

Following a fracture in the sewer and leaking onto the Millenium Walk, work by Yorkshire 

Water to rectify the problem had to be suspended due to the proximity of a Badger sett. 

Now tankers are being used and this is causing a problem as up to 5 tankers have been 

parking in the area around Ruston lane end, the lay by and Hugden Lane at one time. 

This affects visibility of traffic and is of concern to residents. Councillor Jeffels and the 

Clerk will both contact Yorkshire water regarding these concerns. 

  

13. Input from Councillors Jeffels and Phillips.  

  

Councillors Jeffels and Phillips reported on the Borough Council Meeting. Issues raised 

were the current problems that have arisen around attendance at the Seamer Horse 

Fair, Car cruises in Scarborough, also funds being allocated to deal with potholes and 

general road maintenance. Councillor Jeffels also advised that the National Parks Plan 

would be published this week and would be circulated to Councils. Councillors raised 

the problem of drains in Ruston which were blocked having not been cleared when the 

annual cleaning was done. Councillor Jeffels will investigate this. 

  

14. Clerk’s Briefing 

  

The Clerk produced advertising  material recently received, these were perused by 

Councillors.  

   

Time and Date of Next Meeting  

  

The next meeting will be on   5th September  2018 at 6.00pm at 4 Langley House, 

Wykeham Business Centre.   

  

  

   

     

   

    

  



   

   

         

   

   

   

   

   

Chairman  ……………………………..      Date  ……………………………..   


