
 

 

WYKEHAM PARISH COUNCIL  

  

  

  

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at 6pm on 4th September 2017 at the St John 

Office, Wykeham Business Centre.  

  

  

Present:  

  

Cllr Lady Downe (Chairman), Cllr. Day, Cllr. Ashman, Cllr. Sword, Cllr. Colley, Cllr David 

Jeffels, Cllr Heather Phillips, Rosie McIlroy (Clerk).  

 

 

  

 

  

Before the start of the meeting, Lady Downe made reference to the Openness of Local 

Government Bodies Regulations 2014 and the Council’s policy in respect of these 

obligations was displayed at the entrance to the venue.   

  

No request to film or record was received or conducted and a designated area was not 

required.  

  

1. Apologies for absence  

  

Apologies received PC Graham Bilton. 

  

2. Declaration of Interests and Register of Interests  

  

In accordance with the adopted Code of Conduct, the Clerk may grant dispensation to 

any Member to allow them to contribute to the discussion of any agenda item should the 

meeting not be quorate as a result of a declaration of interest. This decision is in the 

interests of the inhabitants of the Parish and will facilitate effective consideration of the 

business. Voting dispensations will therefore be considered as and when they become 

necessary.  

  

3. Minutes of the Meeting held on July 3rd  2017 

  

The Minutes were AGREED to be true records and duly signed by Lady Downe. 

 

4.  Minutes of the Meeting held on August 23rd 2017 

 

The Minutes were AGREED to be a true record and signed by Lady Downe. 

 

5. Police Report 

 



 

 

The Clerk drew Councillors’ attention to  the most recent crime figures as provided by PC 

Bilton. 

 

6.Speeding 

 

The Clerk reported that a letter had been received from Mrs Bradley of Wykeham 

expressing concern about a number of traffic matters, one of them being speeding. Also 

raised by Mrs Bradley were the difficulty entering the A170 from Wykeham village, the 

overtaking lane approaching Wykeham from the west, particularly the various 

obstructions, ie street furniture, advertising signs and cars parked on the footpath. Also 

raised was the frequency of cars exiting the business units without giving way.  

Councillor Jeffels and Councillor Phillips took note of Mrs Bradley’s comments and 

Councillor Phillips will raise matters at Northern Villages CAP. 

Councillor Sword will approach the occupants of the business units requesting that care 

be taken exiting their premises. 

 

7.Planning Application 

 

Councillors considered an application by Dawney Estates for the conversion of the 

building next to the school to be used as a hairdressing/beauty salon. Councillor Lady 

Downe and Councillor Sword declared an interest in the application. Councillors Day, 

Colley and Ashman approved the planning application. 

 

8. Trees, Ruston and A170 

 

Councillor Day said there had been a complaint received regarding the lime tree in 

Ruston village. The tree is very large and will continue to grow, possibly affecting the light 

to nearby houses. It was decided that Councillor Colley would seek the views of Ruston 

residents but that it may be preferable to remove the lime tree and replace it with a T 

Concern was also raised about overgrowing trees at the end of Hugden Lane, 

consideration to be given to trimming these. 

 

9. Grass Cutting 

 

Mr Harrison has continued to do regular grass cuts and has also done some footpath end 

edge clearing. It is anticipated that he will give a final cut in October, and on the last cut 

of the season the village green in Ruston should be included in the cut. 

 

10. Ruston Bus Shelters 

 

Councillor Day produced quotes for repairing the bus shelter in Ruston, the contenders 

will be asked to clarify exactly what is included before a decision is made. 

 

11.Finance 

 

The Clerk produced the Financial Statement and Councillors approved it. Payments were 

approved and cheques signed. 



 

 

The Clerk advised Councillors that at the next meeting consideration would need to be 

given to the Model Agreement and the financial budget for next year. The Clerk will 

produce a projected budget for Councillors’ consideration. 

 

12 Parish Field 

 

Regarding the stone wall and gates for the Parish Field, Cllr Sword reported that it was still 

a possibility that match funding would be available which would double the amount 

already being held for this purpose. It was agreed that David Barrett would be asked to 

investigate the possibility of match funding being available. If nothing was in place by 

the next meeting it was agreed that work would start on the field forthwith and 

consideration be given to applying for match funding in the new financial year.  

 

13 Cycle Tracks 

 

Councillors asked Councillor Jeffels if anything could be done to encourage cyclists to 

use cycle tracks/paths. Councillor Phillips suggested that tracks alongside the A170 

should be cleared, and she would be in touch in due course. 

 

14. Clerk’s Briefing 

 

The Clerk drew Councillors# attention to the various meetings due to held within the next 

few weeks. It was also noted that the water posts which were broken have now been 

dealt with. 

 

 

Time and Date of Next Meeting 

 

The next meeting will be on 6th November 2017 at 6pm at 4 Langley House, Wykeham 

Business Centre. 

 

 

  

    

  

   

 

  

  

      

  

  

  

  

  

Chairman  ……………………………..    Date  ……………………………..  


