
1 

Edition 46                        June 2017 
 
                              

WRNM News! 

The village newsletter of Wykeham, Ruston and North Moor 
LOCAL NEWS FOR LOCAL PEOPLE!  

 
 

 
 



2 

WELCOME to our June newsletter.  The fascinating cover photo shows a very 
different Wykeham to that of 2017 –can anyone supply an approximate date?  Two 
striking things are the absence of traffic and the farms still being in use.  If you 
have any photos of village views you would like to share, please do get in touch.  
Inside:  Chico, the poultry world’s answer to Rambo, lots of local events to go to, 
and a lovely summer dessert to make use of seasonal fruit and flowers.  Summer is 
here! 
   
Anne Britton, Editor 
07866106093 

*********************************** 
 

PARISH COUNCIL 

Here is a selection of items from the draft minutes of the most recent Parish Council Meetings. The 

full minutes may be found on the Parish Council website www.wykehamparishcouncil.org.uk  Current 

legislation now dictates that the draft minutes are to be available online within a month of the 

meeting. 

Meeting held on 2 May: 

 Lady Downe was elected as Chairman and Laurence Day as Vice Chairman 

 North Yorkshire Police have expressed concern about the excess speed exhibited by a number 

of vehicles travelling along the A170 at Wykeham.  Consideration is to be given as to how 

best this can be addressed. 

 Cllr Ashman raised the possibility of a clean-up of the grass verges approaching North Moor.  

Cllr Day is to get a quote for a yearly cut and tidy-up of these areas. 

 The Council agreed that an application should be made for a grant in respect of improvements 

to the Parish Field for stone-walling and the gate. 

 Cllr Day raised the matter of painting and general maintenance of the bus shelters in Wykeham 

in Ruston.  Cllrs Day and Sword will evaluate what needs to be done and get a quote. 

 Concern has been raised about the placing of A boards on the grass verge at Wykeham Lane 

end on the A170.  Cllr Sword said that Wykeham Estate is considering a permanent sign for 

businesses in Wykeham which would alleviate the problem. 

 Cllr Day reported that a concrete water post at the bottom of WykehamVillage is broken.  The 

Clerk will write to Yorkshire Water on this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BROMPTON-BY-SAWDON AND DISTRICT 

GARDENING CLUB 
Our club meets on the last Wednesday of every month, 7.30pm, in Brompton Village Hall, and 
new members from Wykeham, Ruston and North Moor are most welcome to join us!  Our 
new programme of events is up and running, and we are already thinking ahead to our Plant 
Swap evening and Annual Show.    Membership of the club brings 10% discount on trees, 
shrubs and plants at various local garden centres.  Come and support your local gardening 
club! 
 

For details of membership contact Anne Deehan 850088 

 

 

http://www.wykehamparishcouncil.org.uk/
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WRNM Social Walking Group 

 
As numbers of local people coming on the walks have declined, we have decided 
to suspend activities until the Autumn, when we hope to offer a new 
programme.  If you have ideas for routes or would like to help by leading a walk, 
please do get in touch with me - Ingrid 863490 

 

 

 CHICO’S TALE – Part 2 

 
Previously: One day Chico fell sick... 

 
He was a magnificent bird, nearly as big as a small turkey, fierce, 

aggressive, brave and beautiful.  His tail feathers would grace any country 
hat.  I was worried, so I sent for the vet, much to the amusement of old Joe 

across the road.  Out came a young lass, who, frankly, hadn’t a clue.  None 
of us dared to try and pick Chico up in case we lost a finger or two, but Joe 

did.  The vet gave Chico antibiotics and departed happily, £40 the richer.  

Joe meanwhile observed “I know what’s up with him - its his wattle.”  I was 
horrified, not quite knowing what a wattle was.  Joe said “I could have telled 

her what was wrong, but I weren’t doing ‘t job for her.  He’ll be right.  It’ll go 
black and drop off.”  Which it duly did some time later.  The interesting thing 

was that Chico hid himself in my lavender bed and, as we know, lavender 
has healing properties.  He stayed there for about a week, and emerged 

recovered. 
 

Time passed.  Gradually the hens died, and Chico continued to terrify and 
amuse us until he was left all alone, a lonely old man indeed.  I was getting 

concerned as to what to do when one Sunday he went walkabout round the 
village.  He crossed the road, went into Marcus’s shop, paid his respects and 

progressed into Christine Shepherdson’s garden.  Something startled him, he 
panicked and got himself trapped between a tree and a wall, a really narrow 

space.  I rushed across when the alarm was raised and for the first time ever 

I picked him up.  His great heart fluttered, and he died in my arms there and 
then.  

 
I felt that he deserved a Viking funeral at least, but no, he was buried with 

his lady friends and assorted cats and dogs in the garden at No 24.  He has 
gone to that big hen-coop in the sky where he will no doubt be awakening 

the angels as he greets the dawn, just as he did the residents of Wykeham 
all those years ago. 

Laila Bradley 
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Janet’s Jottings 
 

Tyres have been on my mind, for two reasons.  Firstly, I needed 
to get some and secondly, a conversation I had.   

When checking tread depth look for a bar that runs across the 
tyre between tread pattern (or wiggly bits as one student said).  

That bar is 1.6 mm high, the legal minimum.  Make sure you replace tyres before they get that low.  
Even tread across the central three quarters of the tyre.  Power steering makes turning easier but it’s 
important to keep the car moving, as dry steering will cause bald patches.  Hard road surface v. 
softer rubber.  Imagine an ice skater doing a pirouette! If you bang the kerb hard, it will cause a 
bulge and affect tyre wear, tracking etc.  It only takes a minute to check all these things.  And of 
course, don’t forget the spare! 

The conversation I had went: “Do you check your tyre pressures?” and the answer was “I don’t need 
to, the car tells me.”   

From a safety point of view all that’s sticking your car to the road are four, footprint-sized pieces of 
rubber.  The penalty for breaking this law is a fine of up to £2,500 and three penalty points per illegal 
tyre – so you could face a £10,000 bill and 12 points if all four tyres are illegal. 

Keep your tyres in good conditions and (personally) I wouldn’t wait for the car to tell me they are not! 

Safe driving 

Janet 077I3 646461                              Driving Aspirations, helping drive your aspirations 

********************************************* 

NEWS FROM WYKEHAM CRICKET CLUB 
  

A mixed start to the season  
Wykeham cricket Club sides have made a mixed start to the season.  Our hopes for the First Eleven 

have been slightly dented by the loss of two key players, James Bryant and Matty Graves, who have 

moved to play for the Scarborough Cricket Club.  James Bryant, in particular, will be a great loss as 

he was easily our highest scoring batsman last season; he was in fact the heaviest-scoring batsman in 

the whole of the first division.  Fortunately James is continuing to play for us in the Evening League 

and he demonstrated his importance to the side in only the second game of the season, against 

Ebberston, when needing five runs to win with one ball to go he hit it for six. The A Team in the 

Evening League have yet to taste defeat but have to date only completed two games, the other being 

rained off.  

 

Our Saturday first team confounded pessimistic forecasts by winning their first two games against 

Great Habton and Sherburn, the Great Habton victory being shown as particularly good because they 

have subsequently had some strong results. This however may have been a false dawn because 

Wykeham then came up against Flixton and suffered what can only be described as a right 

hammering, only managing to reach 92 in reply to a total of over 300.  

 

The third team must have the lowest average age of any in the fourth division, or indeed any division, 

but is showing excellent promise with youngsters like Max Lane (behind the stumps), Tom 

Hutchinson,  Henry Tubbs and Sam Owen really beginning to find their feet in senior cricket.  
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We also had hopes that our junior teams would perform particularly strongly but we seem to have 

been struck by an outbreak of broken bones. Young cricketers seem particularly susceptible to 

unfortunate accidents.  Liam Eyre, the extremely promising left arm spin bowler, managed to break 

his collarbone walking to school. Who would have thought it was that dangerous?  Seems to be 

spreading too - the third team captain, Graham Shannon, suffered a fractured eye socket after being hit 

by the ball when it was struck straight back at him in the game against Ravenscar.  In true Yorkshire 

tradition however Graham seems to have made light of it; he seems to be more concerned that he 

missed the catch! 

 

Sunday 21 May saw the first Under 9s tournament of the season played at Wykeham. A slightly hectic 

occasion for coach and organiser Pete Shepherdson, as seven teams rather than the advertised six 

turned up,  with playing numbers ranging from five to twelve.  All was successfully sorted out and the 

event went off very pleasantly. The ladies in the canteen did a roaring trade providing hot dogs and  

bacon butties.  As one wit observed the event did look rather like an eating tournament with a bit of 

cricket on the side.... 

 

D GRIMWOOD 
*********************** 

 

MILLENNIUM FOOTPATH GROUP 
 
We have been busy putting together our bid to the Wykeham Fund (money 

available through Hansons for local environmental improvements) and this has now 
been submitted.  Fingers crossed!  If successful, we will use the money to improve 
the link footpath through to Hutton Buscel, as well as enhancing the area next to 

the Ice House.  
 

The bluebells planted at the Ruston end of Fish Pond Wood are looking really 
pretty, and are gradually increasing in number.  Also a real picture this year are 
cowslips, which have appeared naturally and seem to be colonising large areas in 

the open stretches of the railway path.  
 
Keeping nettles and brambles under control is always ongoing, and we have done 

some work on clearing out invasive willowherb from the beck in Westgate, Ruston.  
Many thanks to the volunteers who continue to keep the piped section of the beck 

under the road from blocking up! 
 
If you would like to know more about the group, have ideas for improving our local 

footpaths, or would like to come along to a working party, please contact Laurence 
on 07711738866. 
 

******************************* 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SNAINTON YOUNG FARMERS 
We meet on Monday evenings at Snainton Village Hall, 7.30pm, and have regular 

competitions and visits.  Come along and see what we’re about!  You don’t have to 

be a farmer, just an interest in all things agricultural. 

Visit www.snainton-young-farmers.co.uk  New members always welcome! 

http://www.snainton-young-farmers.co.uk/
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*************************************** 
 

  
   
On Saturday 13th May Manhattan Voices performed at St Andrew’s Church, Ramshill, 
Scarborough, with guest artistes New Mill Male Voice Choir and local soprano Julia Sinclair. 
£1,200 was raised for the church funds.  
Student Successes  
The Academy would like to congratulate the following students: Hannah McClarron, from 
Snainton, who has been awarded a place at East 15, London and on the Foundation Course at 
Trinity Laban, also in London.  More congratulations for Holly Louth.  Not only is she going to 
ALRA, London in September, but she is also now a member of the National Youth Theatre.  Also, 
Rio Corrigan and Ella Rose Wood have been chosen to play Audrey and Crystal respectively in 
Scarborough College's forthcoming production of Little Shop of Horrors.  Three of our students 
have been selected for roles in the YMCA’s production of Sister Act.  Congratulations to our three 
stars:- Ruby Hilton, Ella-Rose Wood and Abbie Davies who play Tina, Sister Mary Roberts and 
Sister Mary Martin of Tours respectively.  
Special Events  
“A Musical Evening” presented by the Academy’s advanced Musical Theatre students will take 
place at Ebberston Village Hall at 7pm on Friday 16th June. They will perform favourites from 
the stage and screen.  Scarborough Academy of Music will be hosting a Spanish Evening for its 
singing groups - the Tuesday Singers and Manhattan Voices - on 14th July.  

Contact Sue or Gerda at the Scarborough Academy of Music at No 2a Langley House, 

Wykeham, tel: 01723 330000 or email scarboroughacademyofmusic.co.uk  

Singing Event for Yorkshire Coast Dementia Event 
Manhattan Voices, who are based at the Academy, 
performed to a sell-out crowd at Scarborough Hospital on 
Wednesday 29 March.  The group raised £1,070 at the 
performance which has been donated to the Dementia 
Appeal run by York Teaching Hospitals charity to improve 
the experience for patients living with dementia when 
they are admitted to hospital in Scarborough, York, 
Malton or Bridlington.  The group were joined by soloist 
Francesca Santamaria Lee,  from Brompton, whose career 
has included performances in West End musicals and 
being a vocal consultant to some of the world’s biggest 
rock stars. 

NEW SIGNS IN 

NORTH MOOR 
We are delighted to report that the 

new SLOW signs are now in place at 

North Moor.  Hopefully these should 

encourage motorists to realise that 

North Moor is a community where 

people live, and to be more 

considerate of residents, visitors, dog 

walkers, horseriders, cyclists etc.  

Well done! 
Photo:  Ingrid Ashman 
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WYKEHAM AND HUTTON BUSCEL WI 
 
We meet on the second Tuesday of the month, 7pm, in Hutton Buscel Village Hall, 

and we are always delighted to welcome visitors and new members.  There are lots 
of interesting events throughout the year. Come along and see for yourself!   

******************************* 
GARDEN NOTES 
 
There were some lovely displays of Spring bulbs in gardens around the villages this 
year.  Of particular note at the beginning of May was the trough outside Ruston 
Farm, which had a mixed planting of jolly polyanthus and late-flowering, scented 
miniature daffodils (Sun Disc, I think).  As can be seen below, bulbs can be a 
spectacular addition to gardens the whole year round.   
 
The humble gladiolus has made a welcome return to fashion in recent years, 
showing such colours as lime green, lemon and cerise. They can be planted 
permanently in borders, grown in pots, or grown for cutting in rows in a spare 
corner of the garden, and provide great spikes of summer colour.  Their more 
delicate cousins, gladiolus nanus and byzantinus, have butterfly-like flowers, and 
naturalise well in borders or meadow-style planting.  Yet another member of the 
family is gladiolus acidanthera, or the Peacock Orchid, with delicate white flowers 
splashed with maroon and a lovely fragrance, best planted in a pot and kept 
somewhere sheltered. 
 
There are also autumn-flowering varieties of what we think of as Spring bulbs such 
crocus and snowdrop too, but..... it just doesn’t seem right seeing those delicate 
little flowers in the heat of late summer! 
Anne Britton 

 
  

You might be forgiven for thinking that these 

magnificent, exotic-looking flowers belong in some 

some far-flung jungle, or in the greenhouse of a botanic 

garden – but in fact they were thriving in a North Moor 

garden in April.  This is the Imperial Fritillary, grown 

from bulbs which can remain permanently in the 

ground, with some mulch for protection over the 

winter.   They can reach up to four foot in height, and 

come in shades of orange and yellow.  A truly 

spectacular plant, but it comes with a couple of caveats 

– it has a distinctive love-it-or-loathe-it odour, it can 

play host to the pesky lily beetle and can be susceptible 

to frost.  In the same family is the Snake’s Head 

fritillary, much more dainty, and more of a meadow 

plant, but well worth growing for their nodding heads 

and chequer-board patterning on the petals. 

 
Photo: Ingrid Ashman 
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NEWS FROM WYKEHAM SCHOOL 

www.wykeham.n-yorks.sch.uk 

Tel : 01723 862413 

                   

From September 2017, the new Head Teacher across the Hackness and Wykeham Church Schools’ 

Federation will be Mr Lee Talbot.  Mr Talbot will be joining us from Wheatcroft Primary School and 

will be spending his time split equally between the two schools.  We wish Mrs Wilkinson a very 

happy retirement when she leaves at the end of the summer term and our support and best wishes go 

to Mr Talbot.  

 
Please check our our new website launched recently which 
includes a copy of our weekly newsletter for all to read! 

www.wykeham.n-yorks.sch.uk 
 

 

From the classrooms…… 
The children have had a very busy few months.  The Oaks have been investigating Space, the local 

area, and the Romans.  In the spring the children researched Space and, with the help of the Stephen 

Joseph Theatre, wrote and performed a Space Adventure play.  This was part of our commitment to 

Rolls Royce, having won their Science prize.  

 

This term we have investigated plants, how they grow and reproduce.  We spent a whole day walking 

around the local area identifying local plants and looking at how they scatter their seeds.   The Acorns 

joined us for our nature ramble. 

 

Now we are finding out about life in Roman Britain, by looking at Roman engineering and the 

structure of their society, including the changes to housing and towns, clothes and food and how the 

Celts were affected by the Roman occupation.    

 

In the Spring, the Acorns also looked at Space and joined in with the play put on by the Stephen 

Joseph Theatre. We wrote Space stories and found out about the moon landings and researched Tim 

Peake and Neil Armstrong.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

As always, if you know of any families with young children moving into our 
area, please do encourage them to make an appointment to visit our school. 

Thank you! 
 

 

During this short half term, out topic has been 

India.  The children really wanted to know 

more about Indian food, so we enjoyed an 

Indian feast last week, trying foods such as 

mango chutney, poppadums, samosas and 

onion bhajis.   

 

We will be delving deeper into this topic after 

half term. 

http://www.wykeham.n-yorks.sch.uk/
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NEWS FROM ST HELEN AND ALL SAINTS CHURCH 

 
 
 

 
A programme of Activities and Services for children and families in the Benefice of 

Upper Derwent (West Ayton, Hutton Buscel, Wykeham, Ruston, Sawdon, 
Brompton-by-Sawdon, Snainton) has been arranged, as follows: 
 

11 June  2.30-5.30 CREATE Fantastic Family       
Fun Day, Welburn Hall School 
 

15 July  4.00 -5.30 MESSY CHURCH                 
Hutton Buscel Village Hall 

 
6 August  2.00 Summer Fayre Brompton       
 

2 Sept  11.00 -3.00 Family Fun Day and 
Painting Competition Prize-Giving, Gillamoor 

 
7 Oct  4.00- 5.30 MESSY CHURCH 

Hutton Buscel Village Hall                          

 
1 Dec  Christmas Tree Festival              

All Saints Brompton   

6.30 Preview Carols, Readings, Refreshments 
 

2 Dec  2.00 Christmas Fayre Brompton Village Hall 
 
10 Dec  4.30 All Age Carol Service 

All Saints Brompton 
 

24 Dec  3.00 Christingle and Crib Service  

St Mathew’s Hutton Buscel                
 

February  2018 Messy Church 
 
For the latest update go to www.upperderwent.co.uk 

 
Robert Sword   Anthony Tubbs    Rev’d Stuart Hill 

Churchwarden    Churchwarden    Vicar  
(01723 862434)    (01723 850620)    (01723 859694) 
 

******************************************** 

 
 

DRAGON BOAT RACING AT WYKEHAM LAKES – SUNDAY 11 JUNE 
Support a range of local charities and have a fun day out! 

http://www.upperderwent.co.uk/
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DID YOU KNOW..... aerial photographs of cropmarks and parchmarks on land between 

Ruston and Brompton-by-Sawdon revealed an Iron Age settlement (800BC-100AD)?  An assessment 

of the photos in 2011 revealed that the site, a little over 200m to the east of Brompton, on the southern 

side of the A170, could potentially be a much earlier settlement, containing evidence of a Bronze Age 

structure or funerary monument, as well as a “ladder” arrangement of walls.  The crop marks are 

broadly interpreted as representing the buried remains of a trackway flanked by enclosures and other 

settlement features.  The closest comparisons to the site can be found in the Yorkshire Wolds and the 

lower-lying fringes of the Vale of Pickering, including Sherburn to West Heslerton.  There may also 

be evidence of Roman activity on the site.  A Roman road is thought to have extended from Sherburn 

to Seamer Beacon, running through Hutton Buscel and Wykeham.   

 

Information taken from English Heritage Research Department Report Series 87-2011 by David 

Knight 

 
********************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FUNDRAISER IN RUSTON 
Our grand-daughter Rebecca Towler Bolland was just 24 years of age when she 
was diagnosed with cervical cancer.  We are happy to say she is now in her 
fifth year of remission.  It is highly unusual for someone of Rebecca’s age to be 
diagnosed with this type of cancer, and Rebecca now volunteers to work 
alongside cancer patients and hospital consultants to provide valuable support 
and expertise, as well as raising awareness about cervical cancer in young 
women.  In addition, Tomas, Rebecca’s husband, is hoping to run the London 
Marathon in support and we would like to help him raise funds.  
 
By way of thanking the NHS, The Willow Foundation and the Macmillan nurses 
who provided such wonderful care and support to Rebecca and her husband 

and family, we are holding a fund-raising get-together on Ruston Green on 
SUNDAY 25 JUNE at 1pm 

Come along and join us at this fun event – teas, games, bric-a-brac and a 
chance to meet up with friends and neighbours!   

Contact Ron & Angie Mushet  01723 447192 
 
 
 
 

SNAINTON BOWLING CLUB 

In our community for 93 years! 
Brain stimulation through concentration 

One of the cheapest and most enjoyable pastimes 

Well-being physically and mentally through sociable exercise 

Loan of equipment for new players – all ages welcome! 

 

TRY IT FOR FREE, COACHING FOR FREE, AT TIMES TO SUIT YOU 

 

Further details:  Ed on 01723 859261 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
For Church Services and Events, see News from St Helen and All Saints Church above or contact the 

Rev’d Stuart Hill, tel: 01723 859694 or email Brompton.vicarage@hotmail.com 

 

June 11 Dragon Boat Racing, Wykeham Lakes 

June 25 Cancer Fundraising Event, Ruston Green 

July 3  Wykeham Parish Council Meeting, 6pm, 4 Langley House, Wykeham Business Centre 

July 8/9 RV Roger Rose Festival, Pickering 

 

******************************************* 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

**************************************  

 

POET’S CORNER 

 
Composed Upon Westminster Bridge 

September 3 1802 

Earth has not anything to show more fair: 

Dull would he be of soul who could pass by 

A sight so touching in its majesty: 

This City now doth, like a garment, wear 

The beauty of the morning; silent, bare, 

Ships, towers, domes, theatres, and temples lie 

Open unto the fields, and to the sky; 

All bright and glittering in the smokeless air. 

Never did sun more beautifully steep 

In his first splendour, valley, rock, or hill;  

Ne’er saw I, never felt, a calm so deep! 

The river glideth at his own sweet will: 

Dear God!  The very houses seem asleep; 

And all that mighty heart is lying still! 

William Wordsworth 
 

Submitted after much consideration by Laila Bradley, in view of 

the recent tragic events on Westminster Bridge, and in the belief 

that hope will triumph over despair. 

RAILWAY MEMORIES 
When the old railway bridge near 

Charm Park was dismantled in the 

1950s, lots of the spoil from the 

embankment was tipped into the 

fish pond near the Downe Arms.  I 

remember a beautiful white barn 

owl used to nest in the railway 

bridge near Gallowstree.  The 

steam trains used to come through 

Ruston, high above our heads.  

But if you went to the top of the 

railway cutting outside Wykeham, 

you could look down on the train 

as it came through, which always 

struck me as unusual.  I remember 

there was a man called Ron who 

lodged with the Steele family in 

Ruston, and it was his job to 

dismantle and cut up the railway 

track. 
From Clive Morley, resident of Ruston 

1944-1961 

WOOD WONDERS 
Two contrasting examples 
of wood as art form: a 
beautiful new chainsaw 
carving of an owl at St 
Helen’s Caravan Park 
(photo courtesy of St Helen’s 
Campsite/J Dunwell) and an 
elderly willow tree along 
the Dog Walk at Wykeham, 
playing host to bracket 
fungus. 

mailto:Brompton.vicarage@hotmail.com
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Here is a lovely, traditional recipe which uses elderflowers, and gooseberries (which 
can also be found surprisingly often growing in hedgerows and woodland).  Always 
make sure you correctly identify any plant growing in the wild before consuming it. 
 

GOOSEBERRY FOOL 
500g  gooseberries   150g caster sugar   250ml double cream 
2 heads of elderflower, tied in muslin few drops of green food colouring 
 
These quantities serve six.  Put the gooseberries in a pan with the sugar, the 
elderflower and a splash of water.  Cover and cook for 10 – 15 mins until tender.  
Remove the elderflower and leave the gooseberries to cool.  Then rub the 
gooseberries through a sieve or liquidise until smooth.  Whip the cream then fold it 
into the gooseberries with the (optional) food colouring.  Spoon into individual 
dishes and chill before serving with shortbread or langue-de-chat biscuits. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AND FINALLY... two silly motoring-themed jokes.. 
 
The RAC were recently puzzled by an incident involving a lorry carrying jars of Vick 
which had overturned on the M1 southbound.... there was no congestion at all... 
 
Did you hear about the man who swallowed a car indicator?  The doctor says he’s 
turned the corner...   
 

The next edition of WRNM News will be due out in September 2017, so 
please submit any contributions (articles, photos, poems, recipes, 

memories, for sale notices, etc) by 23 AUGUST. 
Anne Britton (britters54@gmail.com) or 07866106093 

 

YEDERICK SPINNEY  
The next time you take a stroll up Westgate in Ruston, keep going until you get to 

Sawdon.  Resist the charms of the Anvil on the left, and continue up the main road.  

Just past the Village Hall on the right hand side is Yederick Spinney.  This small 

area of woodland is being gradually developed to provide a delightful space for 

wildlife and humans.  There are many species of wildflower, a tiny pond, seating 

areas, and various structures made from coppiced wood.  The work is being done 

by a small band of dedicated volunteers under the auspices of the local parish 

council.  It will be good to watch how this lovely space develops over the years. 

mailto:britters54@gmail.com

