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WELCOME to the Spring edition of WRNM News!  And Spring is finally with 
us, as warmer weather has brought snowdrops, aconites and crocus to full 
splendour.  Not long to the start of the cricket season, and members of Wykeham 
Cricket Club are extending a warm welcome to anyone wishing to go up to the 
ground to watch part or all of a match – a delightful place to go for a picnic.  Also 
on offer are local walks, activities with the WI, singing, and helping out with the 
Millennium Footpath group – plenty to shake off those winter cobwebs! 
    
Anne Britton, Editor 
 

 
 

PARISH COUNCIL 

Here is a selection of items from the draft minutes of the Parish Council Meetings held in February. 

The full minutes may be found on the Parish Council website www.wykehamparishcouncil.org.uk  

Current legislation now dictates that the draft minutes are to be available online within a month of the 

meeting. 

November meeting: 

 

 The Clerk informed Councillors that proposals regarding the removal of telephone boxes in 

Ruston and Wykeham have been forwarded.  The NYMNPA will be making representations to 

BT on behalf of the whole area.  

 Cllr Jeffels informed Councillors that arrangements will be made for a call to be made to Cllr 

Colley regarding the subsidence at Town End in Ruston and she will point out the area in 

question. 
 

February meeting: 

 

 The Clerk informed Councillors that Scarborough Borough Council Planning Department have 

registered objections to the closure of the phone box in Ruston with BT. We now await BT’s response. 

 The Clerk informed the Council that the budget was currently being prepared. Councillor Day 

is to obtain a new estimate for grass cutting for the coming year. The Clerk also advised that it 

was her view that the street trading rules would not be applicable to the Parish since all local 

trading operations were on private land. 

 Councillors Ashman and Colley attended a recent meeting regarding the Wykeham Fund [a 

sum of money being made available by Hansons for local environmental enhancement], and 

informed the Council that applications for funding for community projects should be made by 

1
st
 May.  The details will be placed on the Council website in due course. 

 Parish Field - it was decided that application should be made under the National Parks Grants 

Scheme for assistance in repairing the stone wall around the Parish Field. Councillor Day will 

make enquiries. 

 Councillor Colley reported that the Highways department have been in touch with her 

regarding the pot holes and the sink hole in Ruston Village, and it is taking action. There have 

been complaints regarding the state of the footpaths in Ruston, in particular beside the old 

chapel. The Clerk will write to the Highways department on the issue. 

 Councillor Day reported that the lights on the Christmas tree in Wykeham had largely ceased 

to function this year. The Council agreed to make funds available in the budget to purchase 

new ones for next Christmas. 
 

http://www.wykehamparishcouncil.org.uk/
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Janet’s Jottings 
 

Storm Doris was battering us recently,  so a timely reminder about 

the vulnerable when driving.   Anything lightweight,  be they older 

people or children, and also such items as buggies and wheelie bins 

can be blown into the road.  Lightweight vehicles like caravans, 

curtain-sided wagons, bicycles and motorbikes can easily be blown 

over and unpredictable gusty winds make them even more vulnerable.  If you see anyone or anything being 

buffeted about give them plenty of space and be prepared to stop.  

Doris has also brought heavy rain which is making driving even more difficult.   The roads are very muddy so 

the spray coming off is dirty.  Use both front and back wipers and top up the windscreen washer bottle 

regularly.  Keep your steering, braking and acceleration smooth to avoid aqua-planing (skidding on water) and 

make sure your stopping distances are double the normal length.  Keep your lights on too, as heavy rain and 

spray makes it more difficult to see other traffic.  Safe travelling! 

Janet 077I3 646461                              Driving Aspirations, helping drive your aspirations 

********************************************* 

 CHICO’S TALE 

 
Some years ago the late Maureen Corney gave her son Stuart some hens 

for his birthday.  One of them decided to live in my garden at No 23, this to 
the delight of my late husband Russell, who wanted to keep hens.  Russell 

was suddenly taken ill and when I visited him in hospital he told me to be 
sure to look after Henrietta the hen.  It was a very hot day, and on 

returning home I saw Henrietta laid flat out on the lawn.  I thought she was 
dead, and my whole life flashed before me as I contemplated an early 

death, for both of us.  However she suddenly lifted her wings and, joyous 

moment, out popped five yellow chicks.  She roosted each night in the 
apple tree with her brood – I really don’t know how she got them up there!   

 
Anyway, the five chicks consisted of three hens and two cockerels, Chico 

and Flashman.  As they grew the two boys began to spar so Flashman 
departed to a better life in Hutton Buscel.  We added some Silkies and other 

hens and Chico – the cheeky one – reigned supreme over his harem.  He 
was a magnificent bird, nearly as big as a small turkey, fierce, aggressive, 

brave, and beautiful.  His tail feathers would grace any country hat.  Then 
one day Chico fell sick..... 

 
(to be continued) 

Laila Bradley 
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NEWS FROM WYKEHAM CRICKET CLUB 
  

Start of the Cricket Season 

Both the senior sides and the juniors are hard at work honing their skills in the indoor nets at the 

moment and indeed the junior sides are actually playing some matches indoors, but it will soon be 

time for the outdoor season to start in earnest.  The first game at the Park is on Saturday 29
th

 April 

when the 2
nd

 X1 take on Scalby 2nds. Why not come and watch a game or even part of a game? We 

have installed electricity, at great expense, and hopefully will be able to offer a wider range of benefits 

to spectators and players alike. In fact we are planning to hold some events to encourage spectators, 

details of which we shall release during the season. What could be more pleasant on a summer’s 

afternoon or balmy evening  at one of the more beautiful grounds in Yorkshire than strolling or sitting 

quietly accompanied by birdsong and  the thwack of leather on willow only being disturbed by the 

odd expletive as yet another dolly catch is dropped or someone gets a dodgy LBW decision? 

 

Fixtures at the Park in May 

Tuesday 2 May B Team v   Ganton Saturday 6 May    1st X1 v Sherburn 

Thursday 11 May A Team v Ebberston Saturday 13 May 2nds v  Fylingdales 

Tuesday 16 May A Team v  Flixton Saturday  20  May 1sts  v  Bridlington  

Thursday   25 May  A  Team  v Staxton Saturday 27  May  2nds  v Scarborough 3rds 

 

The midweek games start at 6.30 pm and are 15-over matches while the Saturday games start at 2.00 

pm and are 40 or 45-over matches.  You will notice that there are no third team games listed: this is 

because the third team play all their home matches at Snainton.  There is also a full range of junior 

fixtures as we field Under 15, Under 13, Under 11 and Under 9 sides. 

 

Darts Tournament Grows in Stature 

The Anglers’ Club was again the venue for the eighth holding of the prestigious Wykeham Cricket 

Club darts tournament, sponsored by Thompson Holdings Inc, which attracted a high class field.  

Entry qualifications are notoriously strict for this event and only those who are able to drink five pints 

of lager in the allotted time and then correctly identify the sharp end of the dart are allowed to 

compete.  The international field (although mostly coming from Scarborough) was thus whittled down 

to 22.  Each competitor entered the arena accompanied by their own signature tune previously 

carefully vetted by Gareth “Mr Entertainment” Barnard: this added to the excitement and classy 

appeal of the event.  The partisan, and largely conscious, crowd was then treated to a tremendous 

display of “arrows”; several of the contestants were, on occasions, able to hit the board with all three 

darts.  

 

The semi-final stage saw interest ramped up to a level almost bordering on indifference: Chris Von 

Brookestienburg Brook, rumoured, but not confirmed, to be distantly related to the Austrian royal 

family, saw off Ian “Smokin’ “Spence and James “The Joiner” Schofield, not known to be in anyway 

related to royalty, beat Jim “The Hurricane” Raine.  As often happens on this sort of occasion 

breeding counts and Von Brookestienburg, contesting the tournament for the first time, was able to 

carry off the coveted Thompson Trophy by just outlasting  The Joiner after a tense, and at times, 

controversial match. 

 

Monies raised from the sale of the television rights and a raffle go towards the running of the cricket 

club. 

 

D GRIMWOOD 
*********************** 
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MILLENNIUM FOOTPATH GROUP  
 

We have made a start on cutting back brambles and wild raspberry canes (which 
all seem to have kept growing throughout the winter months...) and it’s good to see 
the snowdrops we planted last year in the cricket pitch wood have come through, 

as well as the leaves of bluebells appearing in Fish Pond Wood.  We have also 
cleared rubbish and overhanging vegetation from the beck in Westgate, Ruston.   

 
There are areas we would like to improve (eg laying a better surface on the railway 
path leading up to the old station building, and making more of the old pond area 

next to the Ice House.  We are looking to put a bid in to the Wykeham Fund, a sum 
of money made available to local communities by Hansons for environmental 

improvements.   
 
If you would like to know more about the group, have ideas for improving our local 

footpaths, or would like to come along to a working party, please contact Laurence 
on 07711738866. 
 

******************************* 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

WYKEHAM IN 

DAYS GONE BY 
A lovely photograph 

taken at the bottom of 

Wykeham, c1910, 

showing the village shop 

and some very well-

posed children.  If you 

have photos of local 

village life you would 

like to share please 

contact Anne Britton 

(contact details above)     

VILLAGE HISTORY 
Following on from the two successful Village Memories and History days, and 

thanks to many people being so enthusiastic and generous in sharing their 
family history, a large amount of fascinating photos and documents has been 
accumulated. The next step is to create a digital archive, so this material can 

be preserved in electronic form.  This will mean scanning the documents and 
photos into files on a computer, then copying onto a drive or datastick.  Several 
people have also suggested that some material should be made publicly 

available, for example by starting a separate village history page on the Parish 
Council website perhaps.  If you would like to be involved or have any 

suggestions, please contact Laurence Day (07711738866) or Anne Britton 

(britters54@gmail.com 07866106093).   

mailto:britters54@gmail.com
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WRNM Social Walking Group 

 
Walks have started again and the programme for February and March has been 
posted on Village noticeboards.  Still to come: 
 
8th  March      Scalby 
15th March      Ebberston 
22nd March      East Ayton – opposite Forge Valley Inn 
29th March      Wykeham Forest 
 
Please note the time and day has changed to WEDNESDAY mornings – 
beginning at 10.30am.  The starting points are now more spread out to give us 
more scope for new walks. 
 
Pauline is “retiring” from her role as walks organiser and leader but still hopes to 
join our walks and lead when she can.  Our thanks go to Pauline for setting up 
the group and her sterling efforts in devising so many wonderful walks – 
THANK YOU PAULINE!   
 
We hope to continue the group and will soon need to plan walks for April and 
May, but need support to set the new programme.  If anyone would like to 
suggest new walks and venues, or even lead a walk, please contact Ingrid.  We 
are flexible and may be able to change the day and time – we need your input!  
 
From May and through the summer we may organise evening walks, possibly on 
alternate Fridays, which may be better for those who cannot make the daytime 
walks. Please keep an eye on village notice boards for details !  

 
For more information, please contact Ingrid 863490 

 

 

SNAINTON YOUNG FARMERS 
We meet on Monday evenings at Snainton Village Hall, 7.30pm.  Come along and 

see what we’re about! Visit www.snainton-young-farmers.co.uk  New members 

always welcome! 

http://www.snainton-young-farmers.co.uk/
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The Tuesday Singers performed at “Sing it Brompton,” on Saturday 25th February, along with 
some of Sue Hartley’s students from the Academy, Lana Humble and Hannah McClarron and 
special guest, Dave Pinkney. The Academy’s two singing groups, Manhattan Voices and the 
Tuesday Singers look forward to joining together for a wine-tasting evening on Tuesday 14th 
March. 
  

Contact Sue or Gerda at the Scarborough Academy of Music at No 2a Langley House, 

Wykeham, tel: 01723 330000 or email scarboroughacademyofmusic.co.uk  

 
WYKEHAM AND HUTTON BUSCEL WI 

 

We have a full programme of activities and talks coming up in 2017.  At our March 
meeting a member of staff from Scarborough Museum will tell us all about the 
history of the Swimming Costume; in April we will learn how to make flowers from 

felting.  In May we will have an illustrated talk on “The Love of Chocolate” by 
Goddards of York.  In June/July we are looking forward to a theatre trip to 

Scarborough.  Our October meeting will see a very welcome return visit by 
PotDoodles, when we will be making pottery Christmas decorations.  In November 
our group will sponsor a Christmas tree as part of the Christmas Tree festival at 

Brompton Church, and we will be making “Green Hearts” to decorate the tree.   
  
We meet on the second Tuesday of the month, 7pm, in Hutton Buscel Village Hall, 

and we are always delighted to welcome visitors and new members.   If you need 
any more information, or are have just moved into the area and would like to make 

new friends, please get in touch and I will be happy to help. 
 
DENISE HOLTBY, Secretary – tel 01723 863149   

 

******************************* 
NEW ART GALLERY IN WYKEHAM 

Another exciting venture has launched in our area.  Wild Country Fine Art is a new gallery dedicated 

to wildlife and country pursuits run by four local artists with national and international reputations. 

The gallery is housed in Unit D, Langley House, in Wykeham Business Centre, and is open Tuesday 

to Saturday from 10.00am – 5.00pm. There are displays of original artworks and prints in a variety of 

media, including pencil, pastels, inks, oils, acrylic and gouache, many for sale.  Alongside the resident 

artists will be invited guest artists exhibiting their work. For details and events go to 

www.WildCountryFineArt.com  Go along and support our amazingly talented local artists! 

   

The Academy’s community singing group, the Tuesday 
Singers, delighted a receptive audience at Orchard House 
Care Home on the morning of Tuesday 7th February.  The 
programme included songs from Musicals, including A 
Chorus Line, Oliver, Calamity Jane and Oklahoma. Our 
soloists, who are all local to this area, should be 
congratulated for their performances. Caroline Clark 
wowed everyone with “Whip Crack Away” and Wendy 
Banner led the chorus in an energetic and lively rendering 
of “Oom pah pah,” while Paul Bellinger charmed the 
audience with “I’d do Anything for You.”  
 

http://www.wildcountryfineart.com/
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GARDEN NOTES 
I went to check on the winter pansies in my window box, as they had shown no sign 
of flowering, to discover that slugs had munched their way through all the flower 
buds and most of the new leaves.  Torch in hand, I went out to check the plants 
again in the evening, and they were absolutely covered in the blighters.  So much 
for slugs dying off over the winter... they are clearly on the move again, and 
upwards, and so the annual battle begins.  Weapons in the armoury include 
picking/squishing/throwing to the birds; keeping soil well-tilled to reduce hiding 
places;  salt (unpleasant but effective); carefully-placed proprietary pellets;  beer 
traps;  filling the garden with plants that slugs don’t eat (eg lavender, bergenia, 
roses); drenching the soil with water containing parasitic nematodes; placing copper 
bands around plant pots (the slugs apparently get an electric shock if they touch 
the copper).  It is war, I tell you.  Pass me the beer – I think I’m going to need it 
rather than the slugs.... 
  
Anne Britton 
 ***************************** 

FROM THE ARCHIVES..... 
Carriage Driving: On another showery weekend in July (2004) Wykeham played 

host to the North Eastern Driving Trials group as part of the annual round of 

competitions.  Thirty teams arrived at Charm Park on the Friday night and 

managed to station themselves around the uncut haylage, whilst also trying not to 

get stuck in what was unusually wet ground.  The Saturday saw the dressage and 

cone competitions completed with several competitors eliminated for driving the 

incorrect route.  This was followed on the Sunday by the Cross Country event, which 

saw a good crowd of residents from around the Estate turning out to watch.  

(Information taken from The Dawnay Estates Newsletter) 
*********************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BROMPTON-BY-SAWDON AND DISTRICT 

GARDENING CLUB 
Our club meets on the last Wednesday of every month, 7.30pm, in Brompton Village Hall, and 
new members from Wykeham, Ruston and North Moor are most welcome to join us!  Our 
new programme of events is up and running, and we are already thinking ahead to our Plant 
Swap evening and Annual Show.    Membership of the club brings 10% discount on trees, 
shrubs and plants at various local garden centres.  Come and support your local gardening 
club! 
 

For details of membership contact Anne Deehan 850088 
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NEWS FROM WYKEHAM SCHOOL 

www.wykeham.n-yorks.sch.uk 

Tel : 01723 862413 

                   

How cheering it is to be getting up for school in the daylight and going home before 
it is dark!  Spring is on its way and amazingly so is the Spring Term and we find 
ourselves with only six weeks left until Easter. 
 
It is always a challenge to pack in as much fun and learning as we can. Since 
Christmas Key Stage 2 (the juniors) have enjoyed a Forest School day taking the 
curriculum into the outdoors.  Part of the day was spent orienteering, using maps 
and working as a team.  Using outdoor material the children followed in the 
footsteps of Barbara Hepworth and Andy Goldsworthy to create sculptures using 
natural materials. The results were truly stunning and the children’s pleasure in 
their creations reflected in their writing the following day.  
 
Staff from the Stephen Joseph Theatre have been in to the school and worked 
with all the children, giving them the tools to write and perform a play about space 
called The Lonely Alien. In this piece a little alien is given a tour around the planets 
by an American tour guide to find a planet with a suitable atmosphere, temperature 
and gravity to sustain life.  Naturally she settles on earth and we hope will not 
experience feelings of loneliness again!  It was an impressive performance show- 
casing the children’s talent for writing, team work and performance.  
 
For those who feel able to pray for the school we would ask that you hold the 
Governors in your prayers as they seek to appoint a Head Teacher to the newly- 
formed  Hackness and Wykeham Church Schools’ Federation.  
 
Christine Wilkinson 
 

   
NEWS FROM ST HELEN AND ALL SAINTS CHURCH 

 

 

NEW VENTURE IN RUSTON 
 

Ruston is now able to offer visitors stylish Bed and Breakfast and holiday 
accommodation, thanks to the hard work of Lisa Matzak and Martin Tinker, who 
moved into West Hill, Burton Terrace in August 2015.  This house was once the 

home of the village blacksmith, whose smithy was situated at the end of the lane 
which runs behind West Hill up to the main road.  For details contact Martin on 
07833980274 or visit northyorkmoorsholidaycottages.com 

As always, if you know of any families with young children moving into our 
area, please do encourage them to make an appointment to visit our school. 

Thank you! 
 

 

http://www.wykeham.n-yorks.sch.uk/
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Two lovely photos taken on a recent Walking Group expedition to Reasty Bank 

(Photos courtesy of Ingrid Ashman) 
 

******************************************************* 

NEWS FROM ST HELEN AND ALL SAINTS CHURCH 
 
Festival and Holy week services: 

 
Mothering Sunday - 26th March, 11.00am joint with Hutton Buscel at St 

Matthew’s Church, Hutton Buscel. 
Passion Sunday – 2nd April, 6.30pm Evensong (Eucharist at 9.30am at Hutton 
Buscel) 

Palm Sunday – 9th April, 10.00am Procession commencing in Ruston leading to 
Eucharist at 10.30am and a Dramatic Passion Re-enactment of the Betrayal, Trial, 

and crucifixion of Jesus Christ. 
Maundy Thursday – 13th April, 7.00pm Holy Eucharist. 
Easter Day – 16th April  

Either 9.30am Eucharist at Hutton Buscel or 11.00am. All Age Eucharist with egg 
rolling and egg hunt at Brompton. 
 

Organ Fund 
A recent and very generous donation has lifted the fund (actual and potential) to 

£53,486, three quarters of the way to the target of £70,000.  This means just over 
£16,500 left to raise. 
  

The fund group feel sufficiently confident to have ordered the restoration of the 
organ, which will commence in December of this year.  The contractor is Geoffrey 

Coffin of Principle Pipe Organs in York. 
 
We are nearly there but still need your help.  Is anyone willing to organise a 

fundraising event: a Safari Supper, a Quiz Night or a Cycle or Walkathon?   I am 
sure there are other ideas. 
 

Robert Sword   Anthony Tubbs    Rev’d Stuart Hill 
Churchwarden    Churchwarden    Vicar  

(01723 862434)    (01723 850620)    (01723 859694) 
 

******************************************** 
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DID YOU KNOW.....  
...the population of house martins in England declined by 69% between 1966 and 
2013?  The reasons for the decline remain unknown, but the British Trust for 
Ornithology started a survey in 2015 to try and find out more.  In 2016 they focused 
on individual nests in particular areas (Ruston included) to monitor the birds’ 
activities eg the number of nesting attempts and the behaviour of the birds while 
they are breeding.  
 
Each house martin nest is made up of at least 1,000 beak-sized pellets of mud.  A 
new nest may take up to 10 days to build, though birds will often re-use old nests.  
The nests are then sometimes used over the winter by other species such as wrens 
and blue tits seeking shelter.  House martins undertake incredible journeys to reach 
our villages and houses, and the summer would not be the same without their 
chattering, aerobatic flights and congregating on telephone wires.  To find out 
more visit www.bto.org 

 
********************************** 

 

EASTER LEDGE PUDDING 

 

 

 
Ingredients:  1lb of young bistort and nettle leaves; 1 large onion; 4oz pearl 

barley; 1 egg; a large knob of butter; ½ teaspoon of salt; pepper; fat for frying 
 

Method:  chop the greens and onion finely and sprinkle the washed barley 
among them, adding the seasoning.  Boil in a muslin bag for about two hours.  

Remove the pudding from the muslin and place in a bowl.  Beat in the egg, the 

butter and seasoning to taste.  Form into a single cake, or several smaller ones,  
and fry in oil, butter or lard. 

 

This plant is known as bistort and in times gone 

by was the main ingredient of a traditional Easter 

dish made in Yorkshire and the Lake District.  It 

is a savoury pudding, which incorporates young 

nettle leaves, and was also known as  Dock 

Pudding or Passion Pudding.  Easter Ledge 

pudding was traditionally served on Passion 

Sunday, the fifth Sunday in Lent.  Bistort is often 

grown in gardens for its ornamental value and 

pretty flowers, but would once have grown wild 

in meadows and grass verges.   

Here is an old recipe to try.  Please ensure you 

have correctly identified any plant before 

consuming it! 

http://www.bto.org/
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DYEING EGGS AT EASTER 
 
A further Easter tradition is the dyeing and decoration of eggs.  White eggs were 
wrapped up in young, ferny cow-parsley leaves, tightly bound with cotton, then 
boiled with onion skins and a tablespoon of vinegar for about fifteen minutes.  The 
eggs were cooled, and then the leaves cut away.  The egg was left with a pattern of 
leaves and a beautiful brown colouring as a result of the natural dye contained in 
the onion skins.  Red cabbage could also be used to leave a pinkish dye, as well as 
specific food dyes such as cochineal.     
 
It has also been a long-standing Easter tradition in various countries, but 
particularly in the north of England, to roll the decorated eggs down a hill on 
Easter Sunday, and then consume them with great relish.  There are various 
Christian and pagan beliefs associated with this tradition, which is still going strong 
today. 

  
 

 
 
 
 
  

******************************************* 

 

 
 

 
  

AND FINALLY...to put a Spring in your step, two silly jokes.. 
A man was so fed up of people laughing at his flamingo impersonation that he had 
to put his foot down.... 
 
A small boy is helping his granddad dig up potatoes in the garden.  “What I don’t 
understand granddad is why you buried them in the first place...” 
 

The next edition of WRNM News will be due out in June 2017, so please 
submit any contributions (articles, photos, poems, recipes, memories, for 

sale notices, etc) by 24 May. 
Anne Britton (britters54@gmail.com) or 07866106093 

 

POET’S CORNER 

The New Colossus 
 

“...give me your tired, your poor, 

Your huddled masses yearning to be breathe free, 

The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. 

Send these, the homeless, tempest-tosst to me, 

I lift my lamp by the golden door!” 

 

(This is an excerpt from a longer poem entitled “The New 

Colossus” written by Emma Lazarus 1848-1887.  The poem is 

engraved into a plaque within the pedestal on which stands the 

Statue of Liberty.  Submitted by Laila Bradley) 

 

HENRY TUBBS 
KINDLING 

 

Hand-split and hand-bagged, 

with free delivery within 5 

miles of Snainton.   

Buy five bags, get one free. 

 

£3.00 per bag  

 
Contact 01723 850620 

 

mailto:britters54@gmail.com

