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WELCOME to this last, and very festive issue of 2016.  A huge “thank 
you” to the children from Wooden Horse Nursery for our jolly cover picture.  Pride 
of place must go to Wykeham Primary School for their outstanding success in 
winning the 2016 Rolls Royce Science Prize.  Many congratulations to staff, pupils, 
parents and helpers.   There is also a full report on the Village memories event, a 
poignant winter story, a scrummy recipe for a festive punch and details of the 
Christmas market where you can stock up on your essential goodies.  Wishing all 
readers, and in particular residents who have just made their homes in WRNM, a 
Happy Christmas and a peaceful and prosperous New Year.    

Anne Britton, Editor 

 
 

PARISH COUNCIL 

Here is a selection of items from the draft minutes of the Parish Council Meetings held in September 

and October. The full minutes may be found on the Parish Council website 

www.wykehamparishcouncil.org.uk  Current legislation now dictates that the draft minutes are to be 

available online within a month of the meeting. 

September meeting: 

Appointment of Clerk - The Chair recommended that Mrs Rosie McIlroy be appointed as the new 

Parish Council Clerk and Treasurer to commence her duties with immediate effect, and she was 

pleased to accept the appointment. A motion to appoint Mrs Rosie McIlroy was proposed by Cllr 

Robert Sword and seconded by Cllr Sharon Colley. There was a unanimous vote in favour. 

October meeting:  
- It was noted that the Village Green signs in Ruston have been erected and are satisfactory.    

- The clerk informed the Council that a copy of the Local Plan had been recently received from the 

North Yorks Moors National Parks Authority. It was agreed that a further meeting of the Council be 

arranged in November to fully discuss the plan and that the Clerk would distribute copies of the plan 

and the attached map to Councillors.  

- Correspondence has been received from BT indicating that they are considering the closure of public 

telephone boxes in Ruston and Wykeham. The Council took the view that the telephone box in Ruston 

still provided a public service, and, being located in sight of the main road and well lit, was a useful 

amenity and that closure should be resisted. It was agreed that the telephone box in Wykeham was not 

used a great deal and that no objection would be raised to its removal, provided that the site be made 

good and left in a clean condition. The Clerk will write to BT indicating the Council’s views and also 

requesting information about possibly adopting the Ruston phone box. 

- Councillor Colley informed the Council that there is a sink hole in the road at Town End, Ruston 

which is getting worse, there is concern over this, especially with winter coming on. Cllr Jeffels 

undertook to investigate this and take action. The Council also directed the Clerk to write to the 

Highways department on the Council’s behalf.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

ALL OUR YESTERDAYS 
Laila is having a well-earned break from her toddling and will resume her 

column in the Spring edition. 
 
  

http://www.wykehamparishcouncil.org.uk/
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Janet’s Jottings 
 

Panic ensued earlier this week as the weather forecasters 
mentioned the word snow. Images of skidding vehicles came to 
mind.  However, in the same forecast were warnings of strong 
winds and heavy rain. This brought leaves onto the roads which, 
when mixed with rain, made a slushy mess.  Did people worry 

about skidding on this?  Farmers put out their skid warning signs when they bring mud onto the 
road, but do people even notice the warning signs, let alone the mud?  Anything that forms a barrier 
between your tyre tread and the tarmac may cause you to skid, eg water, mud, soggy leaves, and yes 
snow/ice, so if you encounter any of these conditions don’t brake, accelerate or steer harshly - keep 
everything smooth and steady, then you will  keep safe.   

Autumn and winter bring several other challenges for driving:   for example low sun, and when 
added to wet roads, the glare can be blinding; strong winds; and heavy rain, so always drive at a 
speed that you can stop in the distance you can see to be clear, and if you can’t see very far, drive 
slower!   

Have a very safe Christmas and an enjoyable New Year. 

Janet 077I3 646461                              Driving Aspirations, helping drive your aspirations 

********************************************* 

NEWS FROM WYKEHAM CRICKET CLUB 
 

Chairman’s Report 2016 

2016 has been a reasonably successful season for Wykeham Cricket Club. There have been several 

highlights: the under 16’s winning their league; the under 13’s victory in the Greenwood Hire 

Derwent Valley Knock-Out Cup Final; winning the Hospital Bowl and Cayley Cups and the Seconds’ 

amazing last ditch effort to secure promotion from Division Three. 

 

I have particularly enjoyed the improved form in the Evening Leagues. The A team has been the 

most competitive for many years and indeed led the table for quite a part of the season. It was 

especially heartening to have teams like Staxton turning up not at all sure of their chances of 

winning. The B Team, widely tipped as certain candidates for relegation before the season, 

confounded their critics by finishing in a comfortable mid table position. The C team also played 

some good stuff, threatening to be promotion candidates for most of the term, and finally finishing a 

very creditable third. 

 

Our first team finish the season strongly and I must give credit to captain Sam Colling who remained 

positive throughout and engendered a good team spirit and got the best out of his players .With one or 

two key players returning next season we can look forward to having a good go in 2017.  Speaking of 

captains I would like to thank all of them for their efforts last season. Being a captain is a difficult, at 

times frustrating, and time-consuming job. It certainly consists of much more than just turning up on 

match days and sorting out the batting order. I have been giving considerable thought as to how the 

committee can perhaps ease their workload and offer support next year. I am sure the committee is 

open to suggestions. 

 

While on the subject of thanking people I would of course like to thank all our junior coaches for the 

enthusiasm, expertise, encouragement and sheer hard work that they put in.  

 

 



4 

I am delighted to see the number of our junior players who are now starting to work their way into 

senior sides and doing so to some effect, and by no means just making up numbers. 

 

The new net seems to have been a success and is certainly been well used. Unfortunately that 

seems to have applied to our local rabbits as well. The question of non- members using it has arisen. 

Personally I have no problem with this at all - in fact I am delighted that the facility is being used. Of 

course I do expect non-members to wait to be invited by members and for those members to be 

responsible for their guests, but those would be my only provisos. As is well known I am keen for our 

facilities to be used by as wide a range of people as possible.  I like the fact that Wykeham School use 

the pavilion and field and that Scarborough Primary Schools hold tournaments here. The Estate 

played a match against Guisborough Estate which I think might be an annual event and The Village 

Memories event apparently went very well. 

 

Wykeham Cricket Club Senior Awards 2016  

Clubman of the Year:       Tim Metcalfe  

Young Player of the Year (The Steve Brice Trophy): Max Lane 

Ist XI 

Batsman : James Bryant  Bowler : Matthew Vincent  

2
nd

 XI 

Batsman: Scott Wardman  Bowler: James Wilson   

3
rd

 XI  

Batsman: Robin Shepherdson  Bowler: Robin Shepherdson   

Evening League 

A Team 

Batsman: James Bryant  Bowler: ( Harry Corney Cup) Darren Mills  

B Team 

Batsman: Mark Jackson  Bowler: James Wilson 

C Team 

Batsman: Adam Brown  Bowler : Adam Brown  
 

D GRIMWOOD 

 

  
 

  

CRICKET PAVILION SEES THE LIGHT... 

Work is well underway to instal an electricity supply to Wykeham Cricket pavilion.  The photos 

above show some of the volunteers who turned out for a working party on 19 November.  Well done 

and thank you to all those involved.  (Photos courtesy of Anne Britton)   

 

*********************** 
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VILLAGE MEMORIES EVENT 
  

The second “Village Memories” event was held on Sunday 25 September, in Wykeham 
Cricket Club Pavilion, and proved to be a fantastic success.  The weather was 
bright and sunny and visitors were able to sit outside, enjoying the lovely views over 
the cricket pitch towards the Wolds.  Volunteers did an excellent job of creating 
displays of photos, maps, memorabilia and documents, and lots of people brought 
along their precious photos to share.  
 
Of particular interest was a photo of Ruston, belonging to Christine Shepherdson, 
in which it was just possible to make out the railway track and the bridges.  It was 
amazing to see just how dominant the bridges were in the village – what a sight it 
must have been when steam trains chugged and whistled their way to and from 
Pickering. 
 
We did a roaring trade in refreshments, which raised just over £90 for Cricket Club 
funds.  We are grateful to the Cricket Club for the use of their facilities. 
   

  
 
Enjoying a chat in the sunshine are, left to right, Mrs Garbutt, Andrew Robinson, 
Stephen Garbutt and Ian Robinson 
 

THANK YOU FOR GORDON 

Hello everyone.  I just wanted to add this note of thanks in the Newsletter, to all 

the people at Town End Ruston for keeping Gordon’s bench and the stone troughs 

round it looking so colourful and tidy.  Gordon would have been so pleased to have 

known what you have all done in his memory.  Gordon lived for Manor Farm, and 

Wykeham Estate.  And that will always be where I call Home.  Thank you all.  

Regards, 

Gordon’s loving wife Anne 

 

There was an excellent turnout – around 70 

people – and many former residents were 

reunited with friends and neighbours.  Two 

individuals had not seen each other since being 

at Wykeham school together!  It was 

heartwarming to see old bonds renewed, and 

fascinating to hear many stories about village life 

from decades gone by. 

 

There were lots of positive comments, and many 

expressed the wish that such a social event could 

be held every year – we will have to see! 

 

Who can you spot.....? 
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        Graham Steele      Katrina Shamel and Jo Botham         Doug Riby 
   
We were also delighted to welcome Jo Botham, great grandson of Elizabeth 
Botham, who brought along some wonderful old photos of his family.  His great 
grandmother lived in Wykeham before moving to Whitby to establish her famous 
bakery.  There was excellent coverage of the event by both the Scarborough News    
and the Malton Gazette, which certainly prompted many more people to come 
along. 
 

 
 

BYE-BYE BRAD 
We say a very sad farewell to Brad Barker and her family, who have had a stall at 
the Wykeham Village Market since it began in 2002.  Brad married butcher Tony 
Barker and together they ran a butcher’s shop in Dunnington for 38 years.  They 
bought a smallholding near York in 1982 and started to raise beef cattle, and by 1991 
they had increased to 160 acres.  In 1999 York Livestock Centre asked Brad to sell 
at their Farmers’ Market and despite initial reservations she loved this new venture.  
Within a year she was selling at 10 different Farmers’ Markets every month.   
 
Selling the finest home-reared beef, pork, lamb and chicken Brad has been a 
permanent fixture at the Wykeham market .   

This charming photo, courtesy of Graham Steele 

and Sheila Wass (nee Steele), shows their 

grandparents Henry and Jane Megson outside their 

home at No 61 Ruston.  Says Sheila: “The 

photograph of them, underneath the apple tree 

which still stands today, was taken in the 1930s to 

commemorate a wedding anniversary.  My 

grandfather worked as a gardener at the Abbey for 

over 50 years, and often worked at Gallows Hill.  

He was also Superintendent at the Chapel in 

Ruston.  He used to walk up Ruston at night using 

an old-fashioned oil lamp to light the way, and 

would open up the Chapel ready for services.  My 

mother used to play the organ.  I used to go to 

Chapel in the morning and again in evening.” 

 



7 

Accompanied by her mum, Joan Bradfield, Brad would pack up the refrigerated van 
and be on the toad for 6am every Friday come hail or sun, gales or snow.  It was a 
real family affair, originally helped by daughter Kate.  When Kate went to 
University, Joan stepped in and the two of them ran the stall together for the next 
12 years.   Joan only retired after a fall a year ago when she was coming up to her 
90th birthday.  This last year Brad has often been accompanied by son Tom who now 
runs the farm.   
 
A Barker and Sons are the original “from pasture to plate” business, rearing home-
bred cattle, butchering and then selling the meat.  Having sold the butcher’s shop 
four years ago Brad cut down on the number of markets she attended but stayed at 
Wykeham as she loved the camaraderie of both the stall-holders and her many 
customers.  However the family have finally persuaded her it is time to retire – not 
something Brad will find easy!  As she says:  “I will miss everyone so much.  Despite 
the unsociable hours and the unpredictable weather we’ve always had such fun and 
the customers are like friends.  I really would like to thank all my customers who 
have been so loyal over the years and made doing the markets such a pleasure”.  
 
Unfortunately replacing Brad has been impossible, as traditional butchers are few 
and far between and many can’t afford to pay extra wages to run a stall at a 
market.  Together with the increasing regulations around the selling of fresh 
produce and the decreasing footfall, many producers cannot make them viable.  
Thorleys the bakers, another original stall-holder, have stepped in to fill the gap to a 
certain extent and now sell home-reared pork, bacon and cooked ham.  They also 
sell a range of cheeses and butter.  With only five stalls the market is small, but still 
sells all the essentials and is there every Friday from 8am til 12noon.   
 
THE CHRISTMAS MARKET WILL BE HELD ON FRIDAY 16 DECEMBER with 
pre-orders only on FRIDAY 23 DECEMBER.  It will re-open on 6 January 2017.  A 
very Merry Christmas to all stallholders and customers! 
 
Katrina Shamel 

****************************** 

  

MILLENNIUM FOOTPATH GROUP 
 
As usual, we have been busy keeping paths clear of brambles, and cutting back the 
nettles and thistles around the various seats so visitors don’t get a nasty shock 

when they sit down!  Sharon and Mary Ann did a brilliant job in tackling the 
Himalayan Balsam again.  The new extension of the path along the railway line, 
behind the Estate Office and on towards Hutton Buscel, has proved very popular.  

We have also had positive comments about the signs provided by pupils from  
Wykeham  School as we continue to encourage dog owners to clear up their dogs’ 

mess from our footpaths.     
 
If you would like to know more about the group, or would like to come along to a 

working party, please contact Laurence on 07711738866. 
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Songs from “Oliver” created the perfect atmosphere for the Dickensian theme at Hutton Buscel’s 
Flower Festival. The group treated everyone to favourite songs from this popular musical, including 
"Consider Yourself" and "I'd do Anything," with Paul Bellinger as the Artful Dodger. 

WRNM Social Walking Group 
 

WRNM Walking Group continues to attract regular support and this summer 
we have enjoyed some wonderful walks in new locations, including Hackness, 

Snainton and Scalby,  led by Pauline and Ingrid.   Walks are now on Wednesdays 
at 10.30, with locations posted on local noticeboards.  

 
Make it YOUR New Year’s Resolution to get fit, and meet new friends by 

coming along to one of our walks! 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
 

For more information, please contact Pauline 864734 or Ingrid 863490 
 

MMMM ......... NICE APPLES! 
 

It has been a bumper year for apples, and 

Bill Baxendale snapped this equine 

connoisseur enjoying part of the bounty 

from one of his trees. There was a superb 

display this year at the R V Roger Apple 

Festival, and visitors had the chance to 

sample and buy many varieties, as well as 

enter competitions, taste locally-made 

ciders and watch a range of demonstrations 

from flower arranging to tree pruning. 

Sue Hartley’s Tuesday Singers, now numbering 34, based at 
Scarborough Academy of Music at Wykeham Business 
Centre, continue to bring pleasure to their audiences. 
 
In September they gave a concert at Queen Street Methodist 
Church in Scarborough, as part of the Sunday evening 
service, which was well-received. 
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The soloists gave some memorable performances: Michael O'Brien, in full costume as Fagin gave a 
great performance of "You've Got to Pick a Pocket or Two."  Helena Appleton-Power had us close to 
tears with "Where is Love?" and Pamela Johnson sang "As Long as He Needs Me."  In the final 
number, Jane Marshall led the chorus, in an energized rendering of the popular "Oom-pah-pah." 

On Tuesday 15th November, the residents at Orchard House Day Care Centre on Scalby Road were 
treated to songs from the Musicals. 
 
Next on the agenda is learning new Christmas medleys for the festive season! 
  

Contact Sue or Gerda at the Scarborough Academy of Music at No 2a Langley House, 

Wykeham, tel: 01723 330000 or email scarboroughacademyofmusic.co.uk  

 
************************************ 

GHOULISH GOINGS-ON IN RUSTON  
 

 
 
All manner of spooks, monsters and superheroes were prowling around Ruston this 
Halloween, including one Very Scary Daddy.......   
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WYKEHAM AND HUTTON BUSCEL WI 
 
We have had a very successful 2016.  Of particular note was the Dickensian Flower 

Festival at Hutton Buscel, where we mounted a floral display on the theme of David 
Copperfield.  Blooms of Scarborough were very helpful and provided us with an 

amazing array of suitably-coloured blooms.  To round off the year, we are holding 
our Christmas Lunch on 7 the December at the Downe Arms, followed by the 
Group Carol Service on 8 December, in Snainton church.   

 
Plans are well under-way for our 2017 programme of events and we will start as we 

mean to go on by holding a New Year party, where there will be food and games.  
We intend to have guest speakers, some hands-on activities, a trip to see a 
production by the Phoenix Drama Group at the YMCA, and a fund-raising Pudding 

Evening.  There will also be a Derwent Valley group meeting in April.      
 
We are only a small group, but there is always a jolly and lively atmosphere at our 

meetings, with lots of laughter and fun.  We would love to have some new members 
join us, and you are very welcome to come along to three meetings to see if our little 

band is for you.  
 
We meet on the second Tuesday of the month, 7pm, in Hutton Buscel Village Hall.  

If you need any more information I will be happy to help. 
DENISE HOLTBY, Secretary – tel 01723 863149  

 

DICKENSIAN FLOWER FESTIVAL 
 

  

******************************* 
 
 

 
 

St Matthew’s Church at Hutton Buscel hosted a 

delightful Dickens-themed Flower Festival over the 

last weekend of September.  Different areas of the 

church were decorated with such themes as Great 

Expectations and Oliver, The Musical. 

 

Imaginative use was made of seasonal flowers and 

all manner of artefacts.  Several WRNM residents 

were involved as arrangers, helpers and sponsors.  

Area 5, David Copperfield, was arranged by Brenda 

Little and Denise Holtby of Wykeham and Hutton 

Buscel WI, and was an absolute picture of suitably 

coppery-red flowers. 

 

The photo shows the South Porch decorated 

beautifully by Jo Purdy and Alison Tubbs. 

SNAINTON YOUNG FARMERS 
We meet on Monday evenings at Snainton Village Hall, 7.30pm.  Come along and 

see what we’re about! Visit www.snainton-young-farmers.co.uk  New members 

always welcome! 

http://www.snainton-young-farmers.co.uk/
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GARDEN NOTES 
How effective carefully placed stones, and stone objects, can be in our gardens.  
We are lucky in that many of us already have gardens and yards bounded by 
beautiful limestone walls, which house all manner of plants such as Stonecrop and 
Ivy-leaved Toadflax (of which the more unusual white form can be seen on several 
road-side walls in Wykeham).  It is amazing how plants manage to survive tucked 
away in between pieces of rock and stone, including various delicate little ferns .  
The appeal of creating a rockery garden, even in a small pot or trough, is being able 
to enjoy a variety of plants and flowers at close range.  With careful planning, it is 
possible to enjoy colour and interest all year round.  Plant small-scale bulbs such as 
crocus and rhodohypoxis among other plants;   use smaller-leaved plants such as 
thymes, particularly the variegated ones, and the creeping form of rosemary.  Not 
only are they hardy, and attractive to bees, they are useful in cooking.   Happy 
Gardening in 2017! 
 
Anne Britton 
 ***************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

WINTER PUNCH 
Something to warm you up on these cold winter nights.... 

 

2 bottles of red wine 1 orange stuck with five cloves 2 sliced oranges 

2 sliced lemons  6 level tablespoons sugar  2 ½ pints water 

2” piece cinnamon  A good glug of sherry or brandy 

Put everything into a large pan and bring to a gentle simmer for 20mins.  Serves 

about 20 people.  Enjoy! 

 

 
  

FROM THE ARCHIVES..... 
The winter of 1822-23 saw heavy snowfalls across the North Riding of 

Yorkshire.  By February 1823 most areas were snowbound and many roads 

were impassable.  During the night of 4/5th February a huge mass of snow 

above Troutsdale broke away, rolled down the hillside and completely buried 

the cottage at the bottom.  Tragically the inhabitants  (Benjamin Bravender, his 

wife Mary and their three children) did not survive this freakish avalanche.  It 

took up to a hundred men to retrieve the bodies and bring the coffins to 

Brompton churchyard on sledges.  We remember them this Christmas. 

(Information supplied by Mary Ann Stockill) 
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NEWS FROM WYKEHAM SCHOOL 

www.wykeham.n-yorks.sch.uk 

Tel : 01723 862413 

                   

ROLLS-ROYCE SCIENCE PRIZE WINNER 2016  

  

  

Top photo: Staff from Wykeham School with Colin Smith, Rolls-Royce Group President on the left and 

Sir Tim Smit, founder of the Eden Project on the right.  Bottom photo: A thumbs up from pupils! 

Wykeham’s Science through Multi-Sensory Art (SMArt) project enabled children to develop their 

knowledge of scientific concepts by exploring their understanding through a range of multisensory 

arts experiences.  This included working with the Stephen Joseph Theatre to create a shadow theatre 

nativity and devising and staging their own fashion show about the human body.  The project has 

made a significant impact with school inspectors commenting that “the creative approach to teaching 

science excites and captures the pupils’ imagination. They remember what they learn in science and 

use their knowledge well.” 

“Combining creativity and practical hands-on exercises really works.  Our pupils have retained their 

understanding of science subjects gained from the various experiences” said teacher Rowena Thorp, 

Project Lead.  “Winning the Rolls-Royce Science Prize crowns a fantastic year, in which everyone – 

pupils, parents and staff – have all been engaged, entertained and educated. 

 

   
NEWS FROM ST HELEN AND ALL SAINTS CHURCH 

 

 

As always, if you know of any families with young children moving into our 
area, please do encourage them to make an appointment to visit our school. 

Thank you! 
 

 

Wykeham CE Primary School has won the 

2016 Rolls-Royce Science Prize for its 

innovative project that ignited children’s natural 

curiosity about the world around them and was 

selected out of 2000 entries across the country. 

  The National Prize was awarded at the annual 

awards event, held at the Science Museum in 

London. 

Rolls-Royce Group President Colin Smith, who 

hosted the event, said: “My congratulations go 

to Wykeham.… enthusing and educating 

children about science is so important to our 

future and meeting some of the great teachers 

who do that every day is both inspiring and 

humbling.” 

 

http://www.wykeham.n-yorks.sch.uk/
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NEWS FROM ST HELEN AND ALL SAINTS CHURCH 

 
Recent Events 
The Sandside Players brought their production of Gilbert and Sullivan’s The 

Mikado (a “pocket” performance) to Wykeham on Friday 11th November.  The 
production drew a full church and great fun was had by all – added to by a glass of 

Prosecco – listening to the sing-a-long tunes from the Mikado as well as the 
performers to include our own “Star” Tim Tubbs who played the part of Ko-Ko, Lord 
High Executioner of Titipu.  The event raised funds for the Sandside Players and 

the Organ Fund. 
 
Advent and Christmas Services at Wykeham Church 

  
Sunday 4th December at 6.30pm.  Advent Anthems (sung by the Benefice Choir), 

hymns and readings. 
Wednesday 14th December at 7pm, Scarborough Cavaliers Rotary Club Carol 
Service to which all residents of Wykeham, Ruston and North Moor are welcome. 

Sunday 18th December at 6pm Joint Wykeham and Hutton Buscel Candlelit 
Service of Nine Lessons and Carols at St Matthew’s Church, Hutton Buscel.  The 
Benefice Choir will be performing several anthems and carols and there is plenty of 

audience participation for a traditional candlelit Carol Service.  An annual must to 
attend! 

Sunday 25th December (Christmas Day) at 9.30am, Christmas Eucharist at 
Wykeham 
 

Other News 
The Organ Fund - A further £1,000 has been donated to the Fund, leaving an 

outstanding balance of £24,980.  The fund is slowly creeping up to its target of 
£70,000.  Donations are always welcome (large or small) and those wishing to make 
a contribution can do so by visiting the church on a Saturday or Sunday and 

choosing between a donation of £10 or £50 (or more!) and “take an old pipe home”. 
 
Benefice Choir - The choir continues to grow in numbers although has lost a key 

alto in Jean Caruthers who very sadly died in November.  The choir sang three of 
her favourite anthems at her Thanksgiving Service.  Anyone interested in singing 

with the choir should contact Rosemary Sword (01723 862434 or 
rosemary.sword@gmail.com). 
 

Robert Sword   Anthony Tubbs    Rev’d Stuart Hill 
Churchwarden    Churchwarden    Vicar  

(01723 862434)    (01723 850620)    (01723 859694) 
 

******************************************** 

 
DID YOU KNOW..... Fred Steele used to stand at the bottom of Ruston every morning 

and blow a small hunting horn to call for farmers to bring down any cattle they wanted to put on the 

Cow Pasture for the day.  Someone would then take all the cattle up, and bring them down again in 

the evening.  Fred would then blow the horn again, to remind farmers to come back and collect their 

animals.  (Information supplied by Sheila Wass, nee Steele) 

 

mailto:rosemary.sword@gmail.com
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WANTED.....for a research project, any information (stud books, photos, 

articles, advertisements, stud cards, pictures) relating to Yorkshire Coach Horses.  
These horses were three parts Cleveland Bay and one part Thoroughbred and were 
highly sought-after in their hey-day (1880s to 1920). Several local farmers were 

known to breed them (eg Poad, Darrell), and there was a large stud farm run by 
John Lett in Scampston.  John Lett and Frank Stericker (another breeder from 
Pickering) bought and sold these horses as well as exporting them all over the 

world.  Any information very much appreciated. Please contact Anne Britton 
07866106093 

 

******************************************* 
 

 
 

POET’S CORNER 

The Lay of St Cuthbert by R H Barham 
It’s in Bolton Hall, and the clock strikes One 

And the roast meat’s brown and the boil’d meat’s done, 

And the barbecu’d sucking-pig’s crisped to a turn, 

And the pancakes are fried, and beginning to burn: 

The fat stubble-goose swims in gravy and juice, 

With the mustard and apple-sauce ready for use; 

Fish, flesh, and fowl, and all of the best, 

Want nothing but eating – they’re already drest, 

But where is the Host, and where is the Guest? 

 

(Excerpt submitted by Laila Bradley) 

 

HENRY TUBBS 
KINDLING 

 

Hand-split and hand-bagged, 

with free delivery within 5 miles 

of Snainton.   

Buy five bags, get one free. 

 

£3.00 per bag  

 
Contact 01723 850620 

 

NEWS FROM RUSTON 

FARM 
 

It has been a busy year, and 28 
head of Highland cattle have 
just been sent off to supply 

Waitrose with prime beef for 
Christmas.  Several people have 

been asking about Edward (the 
not-so-little white Highland 
bull).  He has been doing very 

well, and has turned into a 
handsome young chap.  He is 
now showing interest in the 

ladies so we are hoping to see 
evidence of Edward in next 

year’s calves!  
 
David Shepherdson (father 

and son) 
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RUSTON BLACKSMITH’S SHOP...... 
We are trying to find out more about the Blacksmith’s shop which used to stand on 
the main road above Ruston.  Sheila Wass (nee Steele) remembers walking up 

Blacksmith’s Hill, behind what is now West Hill, Burton Terrace, to watch the 
blacksmith at work in the smithy.  His name was Kit Hardy.  David and Meg Jeffels 

would take their horses up to be shod, and Mr Hardy made ironwork for use down 
at the Abbey and on the Estate.  In the Christmas 1980 edition of the Parish Pump, 
Mr David Jeffels recalled that his horses were shod at the Ruston smithy by Bill 

Ruston, the Sawdon blacksmith, who spent two days a week at the Ruston smithy.  
He said the late Mr Ted Smye used to live at West Hill, which used to be known as 
Blacksmith House.  The last smith to live there was Bob (Kit) Hardy. 

 
If you have any more stories about, or photos of, the Ruston smithy, we would be 

delighted to hear from you.  Please contact Anne Britton on 07866106093. 
 

 

 
 

A-WASSAILING WE SHALL GO..... 
 

We think of wassailing as being a Yuletide tradition involving drinking but what exactly is it?  The 

tradition of wassailing falls into two distinct categories: The house-visiting wassail and the orchard-

visiting wassail. The house-visiting wassail is the practice of people going door-to-door, singing and 

offering a drink from the wassail bowl in exchange for gifts. This practice still exists, but has largely 

been displaced by carolling.  The orchard-visiting wassail refers to the ancient custom of visiting 

orchards in cider-producing regions of England, reciting incantations and singing to the trees to 

promote a good harvest for the coming year. (Source: Wikipedia) (All sounds good to me! Ed) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DID YOU KNOW (2)................ 
In times gone by shepherds in the North of England used an ancient system of counting when 
keeping track of their sheep: 
One =  Yan  Two  =  Tan  Three  =  Tethera  Four = Methera 
Five =  Pip  Six    =  Azer  Seven  =  Sezar  Eight = Akker 
Nine =  Conter Ten   =  Dick 
 

HELP! 
The Spring edition of WRNM News will need a suitably seasonal photo for its 

front cover so the call is going out to all you talented readers out there.  Lambs, 
flowers, fluffy chicks, something jolly ....the choice is yours!  Get creative with 

your camera and submit a portrait-style pic to britters54@gmail.com 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
For Church Services and Events, see News from Wykeham Church above or contact the Reverend 

Stuart Hill, tel: 01723 859694 or email Brompton.vicarage@hotmail.com 

 

Dec 14  7pm Rotary Cavaliers Carol Service, Wykeham Church 

Dec 16  8-12noon Village Christmas Market 

Dec 18  6.00pm Joint Candlelit Carols, Hutton Buscel Church 

Dec 25  9.30am Christmas Eucharist, Wykeham Church 

Jan 6  Village Market re-starts for 2017 

Jan 28/29 RSPB/National Parks Big Garden Birdwatch 

  

AND FINALLY...seeing as how it’s Christmas, three silly jokes! 
 
A man went to see the latest attraction in his local zoo.  There, caged behind steel 
bars, was a very large wholemeal loaf.  How odd, he thought, and looked around in 
puzzlement.   On the cage was a sign:  BREAD IN CAPTIVITY ! 
 
What has four legs and goes “Booo.....!”  A Cow with a cold. 
 
Why was Santa’s little helper feeling depressed?  He had low elf-esteem.... 
 

**************************************************** 

 

The next edition of WRNM News will be due out in March 2017, so please 
submit any contributions (articles, photos, poems, recipes, memories, for 

sale notices, etc) by 23 February. 
Anne Britton (britters54@gmail.com) or 07866106093 

 

BROMPTON-BY-SAWDON AND DISTRICT 

GARDENING CLUB 
Our club meets on the last Wednesday of every month, 7.30pm, in Brompton Village Hall, and 
new members from Wykeham, Ruston and North Moor are most welcome to join us!  We 
have a very varied programme of talks (topics in 2016 included “Hanging Baskets”, “The 
Spirit of Japanese Gardens” and “Wonderful Weeds”).  There are visits to other gardens, as 
well as our Spring Plant Fair and annual show, which is held in August at either Brompton or 
Sawdon, and a plant swap evening.  Membership of the club brings 10% discount on trees, 
shrubs and plants at various local garden centres and nurseries, all for the annual 
subscription of £6.  (Bargain of the year! Ed).  

For details of membership contact Ken Higgs on 863887 
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