
 

 

WYKEHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at 6:30pm on Tuesday 4th July 2016 at the St 
John Office, Wykeham Business Centre. 

 
 
Present: 
 
Cllr Lady Downe (Chairman), Cllr. Day, Cllr. Ashman, Cllr. Sword and Mr G Parkin (Clerk). 
 
Mrs K Turner, member of the public. 
 
Before the start of the meeting, Lady Downe made reference to the Openness of Local 
Government Bodies Regulations 2014 and the Council’s policy in respect of these 
obligations was displayed at the entrance to the venue.  
 
No request to film or record was received or conducted and a designated area was not 
required. 
 
1. Apologies for absence 
 
Nothing to record. 
 
2. Declaration of Interests and Register of Interests 
 
In accordance with the adopted Code of Conduct, the Clerk may grant dispensation to 
any Member to allow them to contribute to the discussion of any agenda item should the 
meeting not be quorate as a result of a declaration of interest. This decision is in the 
interests of the inhabitants of the Parish and will facilitate effective consideration of the 
business. Voting dispensations will therefore be considered as and when they become 
necessary. 
 
3. Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 4th May 2016 
 
The Minutes were AGREED to be true records and duly signed by Lady Downe. 
 
4. Matters arising 
 

• The clerk reported that the statutory notice relating to Public Right of Inspection of 
the Annual Accounts, which had been posted on the North Moor notice board, 
was noted as missing (along with the notice board itself) when posting the 
agenda notice. Work had commenced on the replacement and the notice will 
be reposted on completion. 
 

• Cllr Sword asked if any response had been forthcoming from the Forestry 
Commission to the letter sent in connection with the land in front of North Moor 
offices – the clerk advised that nothing had been received. Cllr Ashman stated 
that some work had been done but required more action. It AGREED to review the 



 

 

situation at the next meeting and consider a further communication if no further 
improvements were noted.  

 
• The clerk confirmed that a response had been forwarded to Mr Tinker regarding 

the query about the Ruston footpath gate referred by Cllr Sword at the last 
meeting. 

 
• The clerk confirmed that the Locality Fund Grant £300 supporting the new North 

Moor notice board had been received and a further £400 had been made 
available to support the Ruston Beck renovation project.  

 
• NALC Transparency Funding to assist parish council’s for compliance with legal 

requirements would be discussed under agenda item 10. 
 
5. Finance - #1 
 
The clerk distributed copies of : 
 
 Declarable Expenditure 2015/6 – statutory disclosure requirement 
 VAT Reclaim schedule 
 
The Declarable Expenditure statement has been posted on the website and the clerk 
confirmed that we have discharged all of our obligations to date – the Annual Return 
and Auditors Report will need to be published when received. 
 
The clerk briefed members on the Year to Date financial data compared to budget. The 
major variance to date was due to the timing differences of the North Moor Speed 
reduction Project (grant income, committed expenditure & VAT reclaim) and grass 
cutting expenditure lower than plan. With these exceptions, all other components were 
performing to budget expectations. 
 
The clerk recommended that the topic of grass cutting should be reviewed – NYCC are 
still not providing a satisfactory discharge of their statutory duty in Ruston with the ‘Red 
Dot Cluster’ and subject to confirmation from the contractor on future costing’s, it may 
have the ability to commit to a change in the scope of the contract.  
  
6. Police Report 
 
No representation/report to discuss. 
 
7. Quarry Field Update 
 
It was noted that a letter had been drafted by the clerk and sent to Mrs Risker following 
the various discussions and site meetings. 
 
Cllr Day reported that during a telephone call regarding the removal of the muck from 
the parish field, Mrs Risker asked about the possibility of handing back the field. 
 
The clerk and Cllr Sword confirmed that tenancy agreement did not make provision for 
an earlier termination of the agreement and the Parish Council could technically hold 
out for the full term – it was deemed questionable as to whether this would be in the best 
interest of either party. 



 

 

It was AGREED that: 
 

• Mrs Risker should formally request consideration for early release from the 
agreement and, 
 

• David Barrett is engaged to act on behalf of the Parish Council (through Cllr 
Sword) to hold initial discussions with Mrs Risker and draft terms of arrangement for 
early release accordingly. 

 
8. Ruston 
 

• Village Green Signage  
 
Cllr Ashman has received a quote for £15 + Vat for a replacement sign. It was 
AGREED to proceed with this and incur the extra charge (small) to incorporate 
a border of “Dawnay Blue”. 

 
• Village Green Management Agreement 

 
No copy of the signed agreement could be found and it was therefore 
AGREED to draw up a replacement copy of the original draft to be 
retrospectively signed by the Chair on behalf of the council. 
 
It was also noted during a recent inspection of the village green that the 
entrance gate was not low enough to keep livestock out (1 lamb present, 
evicted and then gained entry again. It was suggested that the Parish Council 
should consider modifications to the gate entrance (stone plinth) which did not 
gain support, the general consensus being that it was up to the owners of said 
livestock to keep livestock in and not the Parish Council to spend money 
keeping them out. It was AGREED to monitor the situation and take no action 
presently. 

 
9. North Moor 
 

• Speed Reduction Project completed with the exception of the planting out of 
the troughs. The clerk confirmed that funding was still available under the grant 
award to allow a contribution towards planting out c. £60 – Cllr Ashman to 
arrange this and forward receipts to the clerk for final submission of the grant 
claim. 
 

• Replacement Notice Board now completed. 
  

10. Clerk’s Briefing 
 

The clerk advised that applications for funding to enable Parish Councils to meet legal 
requirements in respect of the Transparency Code are still available through YLCA this 
year. Submission dates are 11th August, 15th September, 13th October, 10th November, 9th 
December, 11th January, 9th February and 16th March. 
 
It can assist with Internet access cost, computers, printers, scanners, software, website 
costs, website admin training, officer time for i) process and ii) code compliance. 
 



 

 

The clerk suggested that this would be useful funding to provide a dedicated IT 
infrastructure for the clerk – proposal of equipment to be evaluated. 
 
11. Confidential Item 
 
The Chair suggested that this item was deferred until after agenda item 14  ‘Public 
Question Time’ to allow Mrs. Turner to raise matters for the council to consider. All 
members were in AGREEMENT. 
 
Following the departure of Mrs Turner, the clerk advised that no expressions of interest 
had been forthcoming from either the YLCA website advert or local canvassing. An 
approach had also been made to another local clerk following a discussion with Cllr 
Jeffels but without response at the time of the meeting. 
 
It was AGREED to convene a meeting of the members on July 27th to enable some further 
canvassing to take place and also for the clerk to seek advice from YLCA legal 
department on the legal situation of the situation.   
 
12. Finance - #2 
 
Members received the latest financial statement (Appendix 1) and noted Receipts and 
Payments made since the last meeting on 4 May 2016.  Requests for payments were 
detailed and cheques duly authorized. 
 
13. General Correspondence 
 
A consultation document had been received relating to the proposed federation of 
Hackness CE Voluntary Controlled Primary School and Wykeham CE Voluntary Controlled 
Primary School. 
 
A general discussion of the proposal took place with the AGREED outcome that the 
Parish Council supported the proposal subject but would like to see a fair representation 
of both schools on the amalgamated governing body - clerk to action response. 
 
 
14. Public Question Time 
 
Mrs K Turner, current occupier of Quarry Field under informal agreement with Mrs Risker, 
expressed concerns as to her standing with the field if Mrs Risker did terminate the 
tenancy agreement with the Parish Council. She stated that Mrs Risker had been upset 
with the contents of the letter received from the Parish Council although having seen the 
document herself, found it to be a fair and reasonable in outlining the prevailing issues 
and the courses of action required to rectify same. 
 
The clerk advised that Mrs Turner had to vacate the land if Mrs Risker were to terminate 
her agreement and that the tenancy agreement would then be advertised on an open, 
transparent market basis to which she could tender a bid to secure a lease in her own 
right. 
 
However, the clerk reiterated that this would only occur if Mrs Risker formally requested 
early termination and that a satisfactory agreement be signed to this effect. 

 



 

 

 
15. Date and Time of next meeting 

 
No date scheduled for the next parish council meeting. 
 
A meeting of the members to discuss the clerk vacancy : 
 
  27th July 2016 at 6:00pm – Wykeham Estate Offices 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman  ……………………………..  Date  …………………………….. 


