
 

 

WYKEHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at 6:30pm on Tuesday 9th February 2016 at 
the St John Office, Wykeham Business Centre. 

 
 
Present: 
 
Cllr Lady Downe (Chairman), Cllr. Day, Cllr. Colley, Cllr. Ashman, Cllr. Sword and Mr G 
Parkin (Clerk). 
 
Borough Cllr. David Jeffels (part). 
 
Before the start of the meeting, Lady Downe made reference to the Openness of Local 
Government Bodies Regulations 2014 and the Council’s policy in respect of these 
obligations was displayed at the entrance to the venue.  
 
No request to film or record was received or conducted and a designated area was not 
required. 
 
1. Apologies for absence 
 
Apologies were recorded for Borough Cllr. Heather Phillips. 
 
2. Declaration of Interests and Register of Interests 
 
In accordance with the adopted Code of Conduct, the Clerk may grant dispensation to 
any Member to allow them to contribute to the discussion of any agenda item should the 
meeting not be quorate as a result of a declaration of interest. This decision is in the 
interests of the inhabitants of the Parish and will facilitate effective consideration of the 
business. Voting dispensations will therefore be considered as and when they become 
necessary. 
 
3. Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 7th December 2015 
 
The Minutes were AGREED to be true records and were duly signed by Lady Downe. 
 
4. Matters arising 
 

• The clerk reported that the lease rental for Quarry Field had been paid and that 
the payment for 2016/7 had been discussed with Mrs. Risker. 

 
• The village plan – There was some degree of concern that there were very few 

new topics that had been identified since the last survey conducted some 18 
months ago and consequently there was apprehension on the cost of a similar 
type of “glossy” publication this time round. It was felt that provision of a faster 
internet service in the parish and a speed reduction for Ruston were the 2 items 
that would be the focus of a new village plan. However, it was apparent from 
recent discussions that there seemed little chance of any success of either of 



 

 

these achieving the desired outcome. Cllr Jeffels advised that Hutton Buscel had 
recently had a substantial return rate on a recent survey about their village plan 
and that they had received consultancy support from Chris Brogdan (SBC).  

 
It was agreed that Cllr Jeffels would make contact with Mr Brogdan on behalf of 
the parish council and explore the possibility of inviting him to advise on a 
potential way forward and maybe explore the possibility of him being a guest 
speaker at the Annual Meeting. 
 
Cllr Jeffels also agreed to look into funding possibilities for speed awareness lights 
for Ruston and the provision of SLOW signage at the entrances of the hamlet. 

 
• NYCC Highways had inspected the ‘sinkhole’ on Town End, Ruston and it was felt 

that there was not a significant problem. Cllr Colley stated that the road had 
continued to dip and extended across the full extent of the road. Cllr Jeffels 
agreed to have the issue checked again with the assistance of Wykeham Estate 
to clearly identify the exact location. 
 
Cllr Sword also made Cllr Jeffels aware that the continuation of Eastgate from 
Ruston, north to Rowe Howe, was detiorating rapidly and could that be also be 
inspected on the same visit. It was noted that this road was a “county” highway.   

 
• Cllr Ashman provided an update on the North Moor Speed Reduction Project. 

Delivery on the first signage was complete and the remaining signage was 
expected in the near future. A list of NYCC Approved Contractors was reviewed 
and it was agreed to obtain a quotes from 2 local contractors. 

 
• The clerk and Cllr Ashman reported that the grit bin had finally been installed and 

filled – NYCC contractors had incorrectly positioned it at the first attempt and then 
had left a debris on the verge at the site which required a further visit to clear. Cllr 
Jeffels noted the concerns of the parish council on the use of external contractors 
for this task. 

  
5. Finance 
 
Members received the latest financial statement (Appendix 1) and noted Receipts and 
Payments made since the last meeting on 5 December 2015.  Requests for payments 
were detailed and cheques duly authorized. 
 
The clerk reminded members that provision had been made in this year’s budget to 
commission and install a new notice board for North Moor. The existing board is too small 
and open and offers no protection against the elements. 
 
Cllr Ashman has obtained a provisional quote of £500.00 
 
Cllr Jeffels advised members that he has some provision for funding under the Locality 
Fund and would be prepared to make £300.00 available to the parish council to assist in 
the provision of this project. The members expressed their collective appreciation of this 
gesture and agreed to fund the remaining amount from reserves. The motion to proceed 
with the project and commit funds was proposed by Cllr Sword and seconded by the 
chair, Lady Downe.  
 



 

 

6. Grass Cutting Contract 2016/7 
 
The clerk confirmed the expenditure for last season (2015/6) and asked the members to 
consider the requirements for the forthcoming season – continuation of contract with 
Harrison’s, scope, frequency and weed control. 
 
The members debated the scope at some length and it was noted that the action of 
cutting some areas that were clearly defined as coming under the responsibility of NYCC, 
had somewhat inhibited any form of complaint to made to them. 
 
The members acknowledged that Joe Harrison had continued to provide a competitive 
service and had totally met the requirements asked by the council in what was a difficult 
year with the withdrawal of NYCC funding. It was agreed to retain his services for 2016 on 
the existing basis with the provision of weed control at the start and end of the season.  
 
Cllr Day agreed to liaise with Joe Harrison. 
 
7. North Moor 
 
Cllr Ashman had made an informal approach to the Forestry Commission Office at North 
Moor about the state of the adjoining land. Whilst they did not have the authority to 
action any improvements, it was suggested that a more formal approach might bring 
about the desired result. It was therefore agreed that the clerk write to the Forestry 
Commission on behalf of the council to express their collective concerns and state very 
clearly that the efforts of the residents to keep the hamlet in good order and the recent 
speed awareness project partly funded by the council were undermined somewhat by 
the lack of maintenance of the land adjoining the highway through the village. 
 
Replacement Notice board was approved. 
 
8. Clerk’s Briefing 
 

• Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015 
 
The clerk briefed members on the recent changes that were now in force with 
regard to financial audit requirements outlining that the council would be 
either a group 3 or group 4 authority and that the council met the 
requirements to be classed as an ‘Exempt Authority’. 
 
With reference to the YLCA decision flowchart, it was decided to ‘Opt Out’ of 
the SAAA scheme noting the following decisions : 
 

(a) Full audit not required 
(b) Turnover less that £25k 
(c) Limited Assurance Audit Review not required 
(d) Qualified for Exemption 

 
• Consultation – Corporate Plan ‘Towards 2030’ 

 
The clerk outlined the contents of the consultation email and what information 
had been derived from the web link. Cllr Sword had also completed a similar 



 

 

exercise independently and it was agreed that a response was neither, 
appropriate or required. 
 

• Cuadrilla Resources – North Yorkshire License for ‘Fracking’ 
 

The clerk made reference to the Minerals & Waste Joint Plan (MWJP) discussed 
at a previous meeting which had been referenced by Cuadrilla in their recent 
advice that they had gained a license to explore for shale gas in North 
Yorkshire. 
 
Whilst the MWJP stated that they would be “considering the positive and 
negative impacts of developing unconventional hydrocarbons resources such 
as shale gas…..”, the plan only identified the York Potash project as a 
“Preferred Mineral Site’ within the parish boundary.  
 
The clerk had forwarded an email from Cuadrilla to the members prior to the 
meeting but the clerk and members had found it impossible to access and 
reproduce detail maps for the area from the provided web link. It was possible 
however, to ascertain that the parish boundary fell inside a map sector that 
they had approval to explore. 
 
Whilst the members were concerned with this development, the clerk 
confirmed that the council had not been asked to comment on any planning 
consultations to date. 

 
9. Police Report 
 
The clerk distributed the police report received by email from John Jackson. Operational 
circumstances prevented attendance of PCSO Waterman. 

 
10. General Correspondence 
 
The members considered the following items : 
 

• AGM of National Association of Local Councils agreed 18% increase in 
membership fee bit had sanctioned the use of reserves to mitigate this year’s 
increase to 4.9%. 
 

• The clerk had been contacted by the clerk of Ebberston PC regarding a 
planning application for an aircraft runway at Langdale End. The clerk advised 
that Wykeham Parish council had not been consulted. 

 
• Surface Dressing of some roads within the parish. 

 
• SBC – adoption of their revised Code of Conduct. 

 
The clerk advised that the council did not agree to adopt the SBC version in 
2012 in favor of the NALC version and furthermore there had been no advisory 
notices received from NALC or YLCA on this current revision. It was agreed not 
to respond to SBC and seek further clarification from YLCA. 
  

 



 

 

11. Public Question Time 
 
Nothing to record as no members of the public present. 
 
12. Date and Time of next meeting 
 
 
Proposed : Annual Council Meeting 

Wednesday 4th May 2016 at 6:00 pm 
  St John’s Office, Wykeham 
 
  Annual Assembly 

Wednesday 4th May 2016 at 7:15 pm 
  St John’s Office, Wykeham 
 
 

These dates to be confirmed as soon as possible by all members such 
that they can be formally published 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman  ……………………………..  Date  …………………………….. 


