
 

 

WYKEHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at 6:00pm on Monday 5th October 2015 at the 

St John Office, Wykeham Business Centre. 
 
 
Present: 
 
Cllr Lady Downe (Chairman), Cllr. L S Day, Cllr. Colley, Cllr. Ashman and Mr G Parkin 
(Clerk). 
 
 
Before the start of the meeting, Lady Downe made reference to the Openness of Local 
Government Bodies Regulations 2014 and the Council’s policy in respect of these 
obligations was displayed at the entrance to the venue.  
 
No request to film or record was received or conducted and a designated area was not 
required. 
 
1. Apologies for absence 
 
Apologies were recorded for Cllr Sword and County Cllr Jeffels. 
 
2. Declaration of Interests and Register of Interests 
 
In accordance with the adopted Code of Conduct, the Clerk may grant dispensation to 
any Member to allow them to contribute to the discussion of any agenda item should the 
meeting not be quorate as a result of a declaration of interest. This decision is in the 
interests of the inhabitants of the Parish and will facilitate effective consideration of the 
business. Voting dispensations will therefore be considered as and when they become 
necessary. 
 
3. Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 27th July 2015 
 
The Minutes were AGREED to be true records and were duly signed by Lady Downe. 
 
4. Matters arising 
 

• The clerk reported that the lease for Quarry Field had been agreed and duly 
signed in accordance with the requirements of the members. 

 
• Several aspects of the previous village plan were discussed in relation to the 

survey conducted in 2014. It was agreed to defer the agenda item in the absence 
of Cllr Sword and discuss or review any additional documentation at the next 
meeting. 

 
• The Clerk reported that the external audit had been completed and displayed on 

parish notice and the website in accordance with statutory requirements. 
 



 

 

• The clerk confirmed that the Adopted Rules for Recording during meetings had 
been redrafted to incorporate the revised wording that had been recommended 
by YLCA. 

 
• Various highway maintenance issues that had been previously reported had been 

completed or scheduled for action. Cllr Colley advised members that a ‘sinkhole’ 
on Town End, Ruston that had been addressed before was again showing signs of 
subsidence. It was AGREED to make highways aware of the problem initially 
through Cllr Jeffels. 

 
• The lack of maintenance of West Gate beck, particularly the shrubs adjoining the 

wall of Cottage Farm had been brought to the attention of Cllr Colley by 2 
residents of Ruston. The clerk confirmed that the responsibility of the beck lay with 
Wykeham Estate and it was AGREED that the matter should be brought to their 
attention. 

 
• A further update on the North Moor speed reduction project was discussed. 

Following a site appraisal visit by NYCC highways attended by Cllr’s Ashman and 
Day, the specification of the signage had to be revised as Highways would not 
agree to construction involving the use stone plinths as this gave rise to a potential 
road safety issue for any speeding motorist in the event of an accident. A method 
of partially funding the project byway of a grant scheme through Central Rural 
Committee had been confirmed and it was AGREED that a revised costing for the 
project would be done to support the grant application and that the parish 
council in principle, would financially support the project cost from reserves. 

 
• The grass cutting budget was discussed in relation to the overall cost to date and 

the impending budget process. It was noted that there would be probably 2 
further cuts to be done before the end of the season and this together with the 
previously agreed increase of scope to include West Gate beckside (confirmed at 
£20 + VAT) would form the basis of the budget to be approved before the end of 
the year. 

 
• Cllr Day advised that the bus shelter and seating maintenance had not been 

completed due to a perceived ‘health and safety’ risk. If absence of support 
through the community payback scheme continues to prevail, it was suggested 
that volunteers from the community could undertake the work. It was AGREED to 
review this at the next meeting, as it would then be then clear what action was 
required.  

 
• Cllr Colley confirmed that Wykeham Estate had sprayed the roadside verges in 

Ruston under a new ‘cost reduction’ regime. 
 

• The clerk provided additional details of the proposed re-structuring of north 
Yorkshire Fire Service that would mean a reduction of fire fighting equipment and 
shift staffing at Scarborough Fire Station. It is firmly the view of the Fire Brigade 
Union that this would have a serious impact on the reaction time of the fire crews 
to respond to emergency calls. Support from the Fire Brigade Union had been 
requested from the parish council and the clerk provided details of how this could 
be done to the members. 

 
 



 

 

 
5. Finance 
 
Members received the latest financial statement (Appendix 1) and noted Receipts and 
Payments made since the last meeting on 27 July 2015.  Requests for payments were 
detailed and cheques duly authorized. 
 
6. Clerk’s Briefing 
 
The clerk made members aware that budget preparation would shortly commence and 
asked that any Capital Expenditure requirements for next year to be advised as soon as 
possible. 
 
In the absence of County Cllr Jeffels, the clerk referenced pertinent points of interest to 
the parish from an email update kindly forwarded by Cllr Jeffels. 
 
7. Police Report 
 
The report detailed reported incidents during 01/4/2015 to 13/9/2015 compared to the 
same time period over the last 2 years. Some concern was expressed to the increase in 
the following categories : Victim Based Arson & Criminal Damage, Sexual Offences and 
Violence with Injury. 
 
Whilst it noted that even a small increase has a dramatic percentage effect in the parish 
statistics, it was thought that a review of the data with our beat officers would be 
valuable in understanding the presented data. 
 
 
8. General Correspondence 
 

• An email had been received from Mr Tony Auckland concerning an intermittent 
fault on the Ice House light. This has been referred to Cllr Day for review. 

 
• The clerk briefed members on a letter received from NYCC concerning the 

forthcoming provision of ‘Winter Service’ and Grit Bin and Heaps Review. NYCC 
highway officers had carried out a survey and some Bins/Heaps have been 
scheduled for removal as they do not meet the current criteria for continued 
support from NYCC. Fortunately, none were identified within the parish. However, 
the letter also included the assessment criteria for provision of bins/heaps and this 
was appraised for the grit bin that had been deferred earlier in the year for North 
Moor. To qualify for NYCC funded grit/salt replenishment, the location needs to 
gain more than 100 standard assessment points and North Moor gained zero over 
the 7 ‘characteristic’ criteria. 

 
The council AGREED to fund the purchase of a grit bin and NYCC annual service 
charge of £75.00, which includes pre season fill, and mid season refill. 

 
• A letter from Scarborough Citizens Advice Bureau asking for consideration of a 

donation had been received. It was AGREED that the council would not make a 
donation at this time. 

 
 



 

 

9. Public Question Time 
 
Nothing to record as no members of the public present. 
 
10. Date and Time of next meeting 
 
The clerk had already been made aware that Cllr Sword would not be able to attend 
the next meeting proposed for Monday 7th December because of prior business 
commitments.  As it was likely that the budget would be discussed and potentially 
approved at this meeting, it was deemed appropriate that an alternative date should be 
sought and Cllr Sword had given 2 alternative dates for consideration, which were also 
found to be unsuitable. A further date was suggested from members present and it was 
AGREED that the clerk liaise with Cllr Sword. 
 
Proposed : Council Meeting 

Tuesday 8th December 2015 at 6:00 pm 
  St John’s Office, Wykeham 
 
THIS DATE TO BE CONFIRMED 
 
 
 
Duly signed by Lady Downe (Chairman) 7th December 2015   
 
 
 


