
 

 1 

WYKEHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at 6:30pm on Monday 22nd September 2014 at 

the St John Office, Wykeham Business Centre. 
 
 
 
 
Present: 
 
Cllrs. Lady Downe (Chairman), J P Terry (Vice Chairman), L S Day, and Mr G Parkin 
(Clerk). 
 
Also present for part of the meeting were Cllr. Heather Phillips (Borough Cllr.). 
 
No members of the public were present. 
 
 
Before the start of the meeting, Lady Downe made a public announcement to outline the 
implications of the law that had come into force in August 2014 -  Openness of Local 
Government Bodies Regulations 2014. 
 
No request to film or record was received or conducted and a designated area was not 
required. 
 
1. Apologies for absence 
 
Cllr. David Jeffels 
 
2. Declaration of Interests and Register of Interests 
 
In accordance with the adopted Code of Conduct, it was AGREED to grant dispensation 
to all Members to allow them to contribute to the discussion of all agenda items. This 
decision is in the interests of the inhabitants of the Parish and will facilitate effective 
consideration of the business. Voting dispensations will be considered as and when they 
become necessary. 
 
3. Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 22nd July 2014 
 
The Minutes were AGREED to be true records and were duly signed by Lady Downe. 
 
4. Matters arising 
 

• The Clerk confirmed that the contribution from Wykeham Estate relating to the 
loan of the marquee had been received and that the matter was now 
satisfactorily concluded. 

 
• The Clerk outlined the current status regarding the NYCC decision to remove 

funding for grass – Cllr. Jeffels advised that the NYCC would be providing maps to 
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outline the verge areas that will be cut from April 2015 and that it would be useful 
to have an on-site meeting to consider the proposals. 

 
ACTION – The Clerk to arrange this with Cllr. Jeffels on receipt of the NYCC 
documentation. 

 
• Following further consideration to the proposal for a “Notice of Exclusion” to be 

displayed at venues that are used for Parish Council meetings, the Clerk has 
concluded that it cannot be adopted. The protocols to be adopted by the 
council in response to the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014 
would be discussed under agenda item 7. 

 
5. Police Report 
 
The clerk distributed copies of the latest report and as PC Bilton had not yet arrived, the 
agenda item was adjourned to give him the opportunity of making his presentation later. 
 
Unfortunately, PC Bilton was not able to attend and any queries arising would be dealt 
with next time. 
 
6. Finance 
 
Members received the latest Financial Statement (attached as appendix 2) and noted 
the Receipts and Payments made since the last meeting on 21 July 2014. Requests for 
payments were noted and cheques duly authorized. 
 
7. Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014 
 
The Clerk briefed the members on the implications for the council following the recent 
implementation of the OLGB Regulations 2014. The Clerk made reference to 
documentation that had been received from YLCA and already distributed by email. 
 
It was AGREED that the council would adopt the wording template issued by the YLCA to 
specify the rules by which the council would embrace the regulations but also afford 
some degree of protection of privacy to members of the public who attend the 
meetings. 
 
It was also AGREED that following the adoption of these rules, the council would review 
them at each subsequent meeting until such time as a longer review period could be 
set. 
 
ACTION – The Clerk to draft the document “Rules for the Effective Management of 
Recording at Parish Meeting”. 
 
 
8. Consultations and Liaison 
 
No action or comments to record. 
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9. Planning Applications 
 

• Wykeham Quarry Planning Permission C4/11/00099/CC 
 
Cllr. Sword recently attended a Restoration & Management Advisory Committee 
Meeting with Hanson UK and gave a briefing update for the other members. Further 
updates will be forthcoming as the project continues. 
 
 
10. General Correspondence 
 

• Cllr Sword has received a request from Barrie Ruston (on behalf of the residents of 
Ruston) for permission to place a Commemorative Trough and Bench in Ruston in 
memory of Gordon Barnett. The proposal is to be entirely self funded by the 
residents of Ruston but there maybe issues as to the perceived ownership and 
public liability of such a structure. The parish council whilst supportive of the 
request did not feel empowered to grant such permission and Cllr Heather Phillips 
kindly offered to research the planning requirements (if any) before any further 
comment from the parish council. 

 
ACTION – The Clerk, with assistance from Cllr. Heather Phillips, to investigate 
whether any planning issues prevail. 

 
• The Clerk circulated White Rose Update newsletter, Highways Agency Road Works 

Notification (A64), Defibrillator Cabinet sales flyer and latest YLCA training courses.  
 

• Lady Downe received the formal notice of resignation from Cllr. Terry just before 
the start of the meeting. It was noted that Cllr. Terry leaves the council after 
serving 27 years on behalf of the parish electorate. 

 
11. Parish Newsletter 
 
The Clerk had received a request from the editor of the parish newsletter for the parish 
council meeting minutes for inclusion in the latest issue. The Clerk outlined to the 
members that the publishing schedule of the newsletter (quarterly) would often mean 
that signed minutes were not available. The Clerk sought clarification from the members 
on whether the publication of draft minutes would be acceptable. It was AGREED that 
only signed minutes would be made available to the editor who would then publish 
edited highlights at her discretion. 
 
A general discussion also took place with regard to the parish website. The Clerk had 
noted that the website was in need of a general update and it was AGREED that the 
Clerk would discuss the possibility of taking over the management of the website with the 
Andy Carne, the current webmaster. 
 
ACTION – The Clerk to discuss the proposal with Andy Carne. 
 
12. Public Question Time 
 
No business to record. 
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13. Confidential item – Parish Council vacancy 
 
The Clerk briefed the members of the latest status regarding the vacant position.  
 
The required statutory notice had been placed on the parish notice boards and SBC had 
advised that at the expiry date of the notice (25th June 2014), they had not received any 
requests for a poll and that the council could move forward to fill the vacancy by co-
option. A notice was duly posted on 27th June on all parish notice boards. 
 
An expression of interest was received from Mrs Ingrid Ashman dated 24th July and the 
Clerk has written to Mrs Ashman to acknowledged this letter. It was AGREED to arrange 
an informal meeting with the prospective candidate to progress the appointment. 
 
ACTION – The Clerk to arrange a date for the informal meeting. 
 
14. Date and Time of next meeting  
 
Confirmed: Monday 17th November 2014 at 6:30 
  St John’s Office, Wykeham Business Centre 
 
 
 
Duly signed by Lady Downe (Chairman) 17th November 2014 
 
 
 


