
 

 

WYKEHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at 6:30pm on Monday 17th November 2014 at 

the St John Office, Wykeham Business Centre. 
 
 
Present: 
 
Cllr Lady Downe (Chairman), Cllr. R Sword, Cllr. L S Day, and Mr G Parkin (Clerk). 
 
Mrs Ingrid Ashman was duly appointed during the meeting. 
 
Also present for part of the meeting were Cllr. David Jeffels (Borough Cllr.) and Cllr. 
Heather Phillips (Borough Cllr.). 
 
No members of the public were present. 
 
 
Before the start of the meeting, Lady Downe made a public announcement to outline the 
implications of the law that had come into force in August 2014 -  Openness of Local 
Government Bodies Regulations 2014. 
 
No request to film or record was received or conducted and a designated area was not 
required. 
 
1. Apologies for absence 
 
Nothing to record. 
 
2. Declaration of Interests and Register of Interests 
 
In accordance with the adopted Code of Conduct, the Clerk may grant dispensation to 
any Member to allow them to contribute to the discussion of any agenda item should the 
meeting not be quorate as a result of a declaration of interest. This decision is in the 
interests of the inhabitants of the Parish and will facilitate effective consideration of the 
business. Voting dispensations will therefore be considered as and when they become 
necessary. 
 
Lady Downe and Cllr Robert Sword expressed a declaration of interest with regard to 
Agenda item 11 (York Potash Planning Application) and asked for dispensations under 
the aforementioned Code of Conduct to be considered. 
 
The Clerk granted dispensations for both members for a period of 4 years. 
 
3. Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 22nd September 2014 
 
The Minutes were AGREED to be true records and were duly signed by Lady Downe. 
 
 



 

 

4. Matters arising 
 

• The NYCC grass cutting grant would be discussed later under agenda item 8. 
 

• The Clerk had prepared a document detailing the rules by which the Parish 
Council would operate under Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 
Act 2014. It was AGREED to adopt the Policy as of 22nd September 2014 and 
review it on a quarterly basis. The Clerk would arrange to encapsulate copies of 
the policy to display at meeting venues and also hold a “stock” of the Policy to 
distribute to members of the public should they attend future meetings. 

 
• The Gordon Barnett commemorative trough and bench - Cllr Heather Phillips had 

kindly offered to research the query at the last meeting and has subsequently 
advised the Clerk that there seemed to be no requirement for planning consent to 
be sought for the proposal. Cllr David Jeffels kindly offered to check with the 
Highways Agency to clarify any road safety implications. 

 
• Initial discussions with Andy Carne had taken place with regard to the uploading 

of data to the website and he agreed to provide some form of training/instruction 
for this to happen at some time in the near future. 

 
• Parish Council vacancy would be discussed under the following Agenda item 5.  

 
5. Parish Council Vacancy 
 
Cllr Sword and the Clerk had an informal meeting with the prospective candidate Mrs 
Ingrid Ashman on Monday 3rd November. Following consultation with Lady Downe, it was 
agreed to offer the position to Mrs Ashman by way of letter dated 7th November. 
 
The appointment of Mrs Ashman to the office of Parish Councilor was proposed by Cllr 
Robert Sword and seconded by Cllr Laurence Day. 
 
Mrs Ashman signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office and this was duly witnessed 
by Lady Downe (Chairman) on behalf of the Council. 
 
Lady Downe extended a warm welcome to Cllr Ashman on behalf of the members 
commenting on the importance of having representation from as many areas of the 
community as possible within the structure of the council. 
 
The Clerk provided Cllr Ashman with a Register of Interests template to be completed 
and submitted to the Monitoring Officer at Scarborough Borough Council within 28 days. 
 
ACTION – Clerk to liaise with Cllr Ashman to ensure compliance with the regulations. 
 
6. Resignation of Cllr Terry 
 
The formal resignation of Cllr Terry was received just before the last meeting and was 
therefore not an agenda item to be discussed at that time. 
 
The next scheduled elections on 7th May 2015 will see a combined poll for the UK General 
Parliamentary election, our Borough Ward elections, and all our Parish / Town council 
elections. The Clerk advised the members of the ruling that if any casual vacancies arise 



 

 

for any of the seats within any parish council, within 6 months of the next scheduled 
elections, there will be no by-election to fill that casual vacancy.  
 
However, it was also noted that the resignation of Cllr Terry was an event that fell outside 
this 6-month window and the Parish Council could proceed to replace the position if it 
was minded to do so. 
 
It was AGREED that the council would take time to evaluate the vacancy and in all 
probability seek to fill the vacancy as part of the scheduled election process. 
 
ACTION – The Clerk to send note to Cllr Terry at his new address in Cumbia; Cllr Day to 
advise the clerk of the forwarding address. 
 
7. Police Report 
 
The Clerk distributed copies of the latest report and advised that PC Bilton was not 
available to attend the meeting on this occasion.  
 
Whilst it was noted that the report showed a net increase from 37 to 45 incidents over a 
comparable period compared to last year, 2 categories were of significance in the 
overall figures. 
 
The report also commented that the A170 had been a priority under the Safer Roads 
initiative with the deployment of static speed camera checks and ANPR equipment 
resulting in a “substantial amount of fixed penalty tickets issued” and “seizure of a 
number of vehicles”.  
 
However, the members expressed some concerns as to the siting of the camera van on 
the western side of Wykeham and Ruston and its “effectiveness” in reducing speed 
through the village compared to revenue generation created. Cllr Phillips advised that 
there are specific guidelines in place for the placement of speed camera/ANPR vehicles 
and that NYP do offer the opportunity for a representative of the community to 
accompany traffic officers whilst conducting this type of operation. 
 
Cllr Jeffels commented that NYP where increasing their fleet of camera vehicles by 2 
during 2015.    
 
8. Highways Grass Cutting Grant 
 
The Clerk advised that NYCC had now confirmed that the grant available to the Parish 
Council would be £16.26 per annum for Ruston and nothing for Wykeham. NYCC 
provided a map for Ruston detailing a cluster of 4 red dots around the village centre 
near the bus stop, 2 red dots at the junction of Burton Terrace/Main Street and 1 red dot 
at the Town End/A170 junction. These markings signified the verges that NYCC 
considered as mandatory for cutting under road safety criteria. 
 
The Clerk advised members that there were inconsistences within the Ruston map in that 
the Main Street/A170 (eastern aspect) junction had no red dot designation but Cllr Jeffels 
had confirmed that the A170 would be the responsibility of NYCC. 
 



 

 

The members also made Cllr Jeffels aware of several other issues that fell broadly under 
Highways Department control and asked if representations could be made on our 
behalf: 
 

• Damage to the verge on Hugden Lane where contractors had exited the field 
during potato harvesting, 

 
• Lime Tree’s needed trimming back on A170 between Wykeham and Farfield, 

 
• Flooding on A170 in centre of Wykeham, 

 
• Re-instatement of white lining at road junctions in village centre of Ruston, 

 
• Possible re-siting of road side barrier as school entrance bricked up and no longer 

in use, 
 

• Town End road subsidence evident again, 
 

• “SLOW” signage required on the north and south approaches to North Moor. 
 
Cllr Jeffels noted the above and promised to bring this to the attention of Highways. 
 
ACTION – The Clerk to forward maps showing the disputed areas and the comments from 
the members to Cllr Jeffels for him to take up with NYCC. 
 
9. Finance 
 
Members received the latest financial statement (attached as appendix 2) and noted 
Receipts and Payments made since the last meeting on 22 September 2014.  Requests 
for payments were noted and cheques duly authorised. 
 
The Clerk presented the first draft of the financial budget for 2015/16 together with the 
provisional numbers to submit for the model agreement.  It was noted that the loss of the 
grass cutting grant from NYCC would have a significant impact on ability of the Parish 
Council to continue with the current scope and frequency of the current grass cutting 
contract moving into next year and it was agreed to re-align some of the model 
agreement expenditure to support expenditure in the new financial year. 
 
ACTION – The Clerk to re-align expenditure levels within the current framework of the 
Model Agreement and submit to SBC before the requested date, 31st December 2014. 
The Clerk to arrange a meeting with J J Harrison to discuss the implications of the loss of 
the NYCC grant and obtain some feedback on options for next years contract and the 
potential impact on the budget. 
 
The Clerk also advised members of a forthcoming consultation concerning National Pay 
Scales and that he would report on this in due course when the documentation was 
available. 
 
10. Consultations and Liaison 
 

• Hedgerow Removal Notice – West Gate Lane, Ruston ref RT/2076/3/3/14 
 



 

 

NYMNPA wrote to the council to advise that they had received an application 
concerning the removal of three sections of hedgerow within the parishes of Brompton 
and Wykeham.  They asked for any information that would assist in the evaluation of 
these particular hedges together with any comments that the Parish Council would like 
to express. 
 
ACTION – The Clerk to write to NYMNPA to express concern for the removal of any 
hedgerow in the countryside as the current trend was for the re-instatement of 
hedgerows. Consequently, the Parish Council opposed the application. 
 
11. Planning Applications 
 

• York Potash Ltd. – NYM/2014/0676/MEIA 
 
The Clerk made members aware that Cllr Ashman had not taken office until after 
Declarations of Interest had been made and therefore should be given the opportunity 
to do so because of the subject matter to be discussed. Cllr Ashman stated that she was 
unsure whether her personal circumstances would require a Declaration of Interest and 
that she would like to seek advice accordingly. 
 
The Clerk acknowledged Cllr Ashman’s statement and made members aware that she 
would take no part in the following discussions on the agenda item. 
 
The Clerk outlined that York Potash had submitted a revised application to include the 
provision of mineral extraction within the boundary of the Parish. It was perceived that 
very little had actually changed compared to the initial application that had been 
withdrawn, with the principal amendment being the method by which extracted mineral 
was removed from the mining area. 
 
The consultation response required the Parish Council to indicate its position on the 
application by way of a single choice selection from 3 statements – the members 
deciding to broadly support the application but with supporting commentary(Option 3) 
requiring the applicant to minimize the environmental impact that the project would 
have on the residents of the parish, particularly the issue of subsidence which was the 
primary concern. 
 
ACTION – The Clerk to make the appropriate return to NYMNPA with comments to 
support the application but noting safeguards for environmental protection for the area.    
 
12. General Correspondence 
 
The Clerk made members aware of the following correspondence: 
 

• Data Protection had been renewed and confirmation received. 
 

• Audit and been successfully completed with no fee to pay and the statutory 
notice had been displayed on the parish notice boards. 

 
• Entered the 6-month period before elections whereby no further by-elections are 

possible. 
 

• A64 roadworks 



 

 

 
• Register of Electors – complete application forms if required. 

 
• NYMPA – Statement of Community Involvement. 

 
• Crime Survey 

 
• NYCC – Consultation on provision of Library Services (3 months) 

 
13. Public Question Time 
 
No business to record. 
 
14. Date and Time of next meeting 
 
Confirmed : Monday 12th January 2015 at 6:00 pm 
  St John’s Office, Wykeham 
 
 
 
Duly signed by Lady Downe (Chairman) 12th January 2015 
 
 


